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M% TEUMAN SMITE, OF •COJiJ^ECTIOUT, 

OK THE 



DBLIVEEED IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, FEBaUART 10 AND 11^^1854.- 



The gdiidt^ Ivaving lindcr coiisideratioa tlu\ 
bill to establisli "temtoriol GovernmentB for 
Nebraska and Kena-a?, Mr. SMITH ro?o and said : 

Mr. President: I rise to addrefea the Senate on 
the eubjeifet now ■acider consideration with ur' 
usudl htaitation and reluctstic^. I have , not 
been in' the Mbit of dbtrtldhig myeelf on the 
rtoticfe 6f the'Senate; and if I dfepftrt oti the 
Jres^rrt occ&sidn from the Reserve which I have 
prceftribed to mj^sHf, find ordiharily observed, 
it will be owing to my eensfe of the niaji;njtndc 
of tf^e evils SprHich mil6t '?'esuH''frptrt tlii8 measure, 
if ifc i* to receives the^atHStioh of th«i't^d Houses 
of Cda^tyis, And become' the \M df the land. 

It is abw ?flin()st fifbecn years «ce^ t btecatne; 
a member of Cohgr^ss, 'ahd I have bfeen alnibst 
iftci*t8atitly present ift'fe dnfe boity th<j othef,' 
with {Mi fi'xc^pUba of ;tiiq''2eth' C&iiri^l^ dtirittg 
which i tvas a%/h6m6' -^n^cii; in the die'ih'tll'fty 
bt t!ie duiies ^f xfttr |)E^6si6n, I reiittire ' U)' 
ai^ert ll<;re, tlM thfere i* iio "radthbe* 6f t^is or 
the- btlieif Hbusa "trhb hSi* tJifc^n less part tfaart I 
hSte in tHe agitation of tho«e diplotable sec- 
tiohttl qllsrtidtes T^hich have from tioie tb tim^ 
and often uttn«ices4MfiIy, T)^^ th^b^h into the 
t^6 Hofestetb aUtilri), in 4 lii^h tlegl-^^, the haF 
tftdtly of 6ttr p?tibl)c «4o*iilc!i*s dnfl td Jnit 5tf hktr 
aVa'the pE^e of th« fettuhtry. J l;kve eo'tttfeHiid 
my«ilf;^ith fc^tidiiif ifa thfe «imttl;s inStfehii'oif 
^'jiik* di'''^xikY ih ypHtttih' pWpoiBititW* of 
ft|iyiti<m fend'distarb&hcft «Jrfei*h'hteve 
feStttedfe eitbci- HottW. Oi-ssiilliriiy I baV^ ckAt 
Bfty' "i^a it confbrnitty With', the jppettemihitWiig' 
fe^ntlMfeiit iay «wa seciittni foi? I db cdt' piW- 
tead to be a "Northern man wjth SouthWii-'^riii- 
eitil^" fea^ 5 ti&ve ilb ^eehfldetffee iti Any hian 
■mi&^ei''«6t xip that ^f^fc^tibhi i Oil b«eia- 
i}6fl, TSfr. T¥<5!!id%at i aia iddrefls the SeB<it«'fet 
v^s^ ifengidfei'^'felfelteilpi; '<« th<5S<r*6pi«ii Sbait 
18 th% tmW'ifai'e I' feSv« ir^i* Bpokftii tb fiieitl ifr 
eith^jp Hdtyj^ ; it'fw^ab d-i i^e 8th df iJiily, 18E0, 
trtl«4' 'A* Cd&iBMiisis*' iHfe4«ii^ ISat Veifc 
were pefiaS% Ii^rfe' fiiV'^foife thb 



demo'nstrate, oH Itiat nccWsion, that ;thei-o wa^ I 
nothing of practical importance In any or all of | 
the <5 tlcstions theh i . , disputf^ which oecasipbed | 
flo rnoch oJjtyirbince here, and so muda irritfU, | 
tiort elsewheV'?. , Mr. TTebsticb, in a, ^pef^jh die? I 
li^erc'd' ia thts i^jhamber shoftiy after, J)aid vaf I 
fchkhigll feompltm*;nt of Raying , thai I had f«H.y 
succeeded i'h niy object. , I appreciate w l^ijiblyr 
any nietnber ot thi^ body cai>/,th<» groat priix^ 
cipleg of free, government which lie at thie fo»ii- 
datioix ,6f tHlk coritVtoiffersy, but I do ijot. dcsiro 
tjj have theb mt .^odtic^d here, be(v>me pi sajtr 
jebt bf 'dispfttej exjbep^^^ when thelp^ can Ibo xaado 
to 'haVe bomte nsefolt ptacjtical , apj)iicat|on. 'i^k, 
tticti, I have not tieiin Agi _6it"her hejre ;ct 
eleewhete, I ttiist- iibtio'rabl« '8en'at»ra will 
.obrd to hj'e'a; pd^efit'lieAnp^^. 'lhota^^^ 
'■pSsfeittV dife* . ffottP-'fife' a^^H: VSieh'-l ehall 

mcjrits bf tlili^ imi fe./ei^i'^^^ 
topics; 'iri llie . jftit^fe iifstepnie; Whicjli Jiav^ nottipg 
to' db' witli ih^' slaHry qftes^b'C "tfjifbiiii^ 
IV, thiV <idoi}ti(m' 'Bai'l^^ isitojthe.toin, 
f wvall, &;d#|s;^rf-'^^ktfe ■bih'cf 
isUbUlo^, TtL ii^ludgfe delude i^jii pacMOT^j 
;by tfeeiidattJtaoiffl't'b^ andlSe^ ; 

we esn, if Wfe jpleii^ leaV'e the q^nesUon allade<l ' 
tb nndfecT^^^.', ' ' ' ' ■„ 

jfectibiis tb tiit'teil^'tiiiiB'ought tft'Aaa H 
would, crash it U) ntopis, ^Wepe tn'erb ho^ ailic4^ 
dp'wm it 't^t'iiSl-p^Mlti'i M blili^i^^*, 

Ch^t ! <^^&t^^ k^i^V^^f thd& lx^adt^^ 

itfe'inc "t6 ilikkfe i itt^iig ipj>e^ tb tliwV 

hra m^tT ^a\J^ of jtejfect ^^fe wSh 8b'6 t ^l\ 



inquire of the Senate •whe*;ter it is necessary or 
espodient for no^' to org^vniM tvo additional 
temtorief, •whec we have already no less than 
f:vc, y'lz., MinncGotfi, Oregon, Nevr Slcxico, Utah, . 
and Washington? I desire honorable t^fenatota 
to point to any period in. the history of this 
country -vrhen -vve had bo large a number on 
Lund aa at present ; and yet it is proposed to 
jidd two Kiprc How -vre came at tno last ecs* 
Bion to Euffpi^ ^he; bin to, organize iho Terntory 
of Washington to pass" witiiout objection, is in- 
compreheneiblo to me; for, in my judgment, it 
v^m totally unnecessary. 

My honorable friend, the chairman of theCom- 
mitteeon Territories, (^M. DoifcL.^f^J8ta^t6(J fttthjs 
session with a proposition to establish one ten'i- 
tory, ^hich -vfonld give ua six. I do not know how 
long that idea laated : I believe, however, only 
about one week— when the thought suddenly 
occurred to the chairman that it would be expe- 
dient W divide this one into ttoo territoriea. And 
now it Ecems we are to have seven territories — 
in fact e complete litter of territories — to be sup- 
ported and maintained out of the Treasury of 
the TTnitec! States. Sir,' I beg leave to ei)tcr my 
earnest protest n;gaii>st tins policy. 1 verily be- 
lieve that n6thing_c;ould .induce .'(^von Southern 
B^nators to vote for this extravagant propositioii, 
wer<J not thes fcgyo clement mjxod u^ with it. 
Where, ejr, is all' this to. end? Encouraged by 
whAt has already transpired.- a (jpii^ention has 
fceen Called, as I am iriformea, in Oregon to form 
aJW(A«r territory there. . 

_ I adinit that the vast expanse withio our liiaits 
ought to be' Opened for settlcmcut from timer' ^ 
time as it is needed, but the ppliey ,ha8 bftepjal- 
ready |>n8}ied as far as existing exig<?ncie3 ren 
«|uir«?, 1 eay, in the firfit place,, to create neV' 
territories;— -to carry them jjp to" the unprece- 
dented number fif seven — is ^lontmr^'/tQ .the in- 
iercst ,of the' presfcnf organi?ed States, particu- 
\s.i\y the land States. , what, Mr. iV;esident, is 
tiieir present condition f Are they oecupi<^d? 
Arc the public lauds in theta exhaustt^d ? Are 
thero not lii 74'ichigari, \Visconsin, Iowa, Mis- 
eoviri, ap.d 'Af'kansaa, Vast bodies of public lands 
Tiatbuchcd.t Are therrt not large quantities in 
lil'iiiiols,' a conEidereblo quantity. m Indiana, and 
feonta in Ohio, to say nothing of the States on 
Ibo Ixiwer Mississippi sKd the t|;e.'G»lf of Mexi- 
eo? I venture to as.sert that at least one-half of 
tlvo lasds in these Btatea remain .uaoecupiect. 
There is a vast quantity of jneblic ]ii,Tid within 
thei? luaits, besides a quantity little less in the 
bands (tt &pecu!atoris, ' - 

I Ea'y, in the P-ocoad plft^e, {Jiat It is contrary, 
to tbe interest of the organized Territories to 
csoeisoB .the policy of this l>jll.. There is, sir, 
the Territflvy of jfirini^sotfv ope.n far\f.eitiemcsit, 
coiviprisiofj : within it^ Ijpiits an expaijsoi large 
f 1 1: ■■"ii iij ID ttUe. three fil:;ite« I'lr^ t''f.nnsyiYa.nift. ( 
1i; -.i there arc Ah <|','t'err!t<»rici5 of Oregon and 
Washington, eaeh.Btjmejeiit fop.t,wtj, if not:more 
Blalef!. Tlie '1 erf itory of ypi)h. if, go'xl for orto, 
fvtiil*. It wiU liardiv ts> count New Mexico,, 
lor I tf» V^''-"'t li^at asitrtstblo wolf would go 
to reside there.' Why »!,hoiiilti >v6 ,disj:M?)'8e our 
p£iptsl»li^.«f , Vfhy ni>% fHl up, to mm} e.Ktent at 



least, the States and Territories now organized ? 
The objection of injury to the one and the other 
would seem to nie 'neurmountable. If there be 
a stern .necessity — political or otherwise — for 
this measure ; if it oe desirable to smash the 
Missouri compromise to relieve the present Ad- 
ministration from the embarrassmtnts in which 
it has involved itBclf by taking tho abolitionists 
and frecsoilens of the ^Torth to its bosotn, avoTv- 
your policy openly, and the motives of that 
policy, and then we shall know v.here we arc! 

But, sir, I am anticipating. Jt is said that 
these Territories should be organized, because 
by that means the transit of persons and pro- 

fifirty across the continent would be facilitated, 
n answer to that 1 have to say, that this could 
be done by establishing military posts along the 
line at trxvial cxpenBC. But there is a m-.ich 
more effectual means of accomplishing that ob- 
ject, which I will propound for the considera- 
[ tion of honorable members, and that is a Paoific 
railroad, for which I contended most strenuously 
at the last cession. I wish euch a rood properly 
located, and I believe a central location the best, 
ljut I may bo disposed to concede that point, 
and go for a southern route, if you will n^rec 
t6 leave us undisturbed on the slavery question, 
AVe have made several cpmpromises rath you 
Cilready, gentlemen of the South, which you % 
from, or at least manifest a disposition to do bo. 
Will you stand up tq the new comproraie<et 

But, after all, sir, thb bu»lne53 of crenting Ter- 
ritories is MO trivial afFaiK", «x) far as the treir nity 
is concerned. Ihiring the last four ^ yea rg ■^e 
have appropriated no less th?in |8'J3,83£ for 
our Territories. Of Ihi? amount, $682,161 S7 
has been actually expended — leaving a balance 
of nearly, $200,000 unexpended, but which is in 
course of being expended, and will soon bo ex- 
hausted ; for I have noticed that the Territories 
never, fail to get every dollar of their appropria- 
tions. TliG large enm of $873,832 62 was appro- 
priated when wo had, in fact, only two Territo- 
rial governments for iho whole- four; years, two 
for three jefir*, and one for only about six 
months. If the fsve goverments had been in 
full blast ,d«nf'g ^-I'e whole period, the aggre- 
gate appropriations could not have been, lees 
t!}an $1,000,000 or $,1,200,000. Every Territory 
requires a;> outfit — which is ordi.iesriSy ^50,000, 
viz; 126,000 for, ptiblio buildinpa, $20,000 for a 
penitentiary, and 35,000 for a libriiry-~so that, 
if .this bill teeomes a law, there is to ba paid at 
orjce out of th^ treasury 1100,000 for the object-9 
itidicatod, The anoual ftoet of the executive, 
judicial, and. legisktive departroeats i? abo«t 
i-.".'""'; .aiid this will make, for 8CT«n Territo- 
ries^ the .very eoiisidcrable aggregate of §210,000 
per Ftnmim. ■ , - ■.' '\ 

.And thi^ eir, is not , one-half jof, the etflry. 
Other IfW'ge expenses will be iisevitftWe. MM^h 
,wiU. .b« reqmred %o c^tcri-i past oaieo ead 
post j^oftd By stem 9 ver thefeo Territorie*. W e all 
know that the Territories end i?ew States do not 
refund to itbfl Post Office^ DspartraeEit ,tl;<= «- 
pen,%c-» »;-s«uj5red "s-itMn their re«pectsTe jurisdic- 
ti(JC8 for t}|.e tr8t-s5H>rtetioa of the imUh. ■ 
■la th«.zj-s5t place, I hav« io ssy-tlmt we thall 
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have to incur nil the expctuses of extending our. 
land system througlioxit this vast extent of co^ii- 
try. The lands have to be surveyed or run out 
into toiivnships and sections, tti>d' brought into 
the market for sale ; this will probably require 
several hundred thousand dollars per annum. 
We shall have, also, to extinguish the Indian 
titles; first, such as are possessory; and, second- 
ly, ftbjohite — or where they have acquired the 
fee by treaty, or where the lands have been 

Eatented in conformity thereto. We had in the 
ill, as it stood originally, an inkling of what we 
are to expect from this policy. One section ap- 
propriated one hundred thousand doUai-s, and an- 
other tw o hundred thousand dollar's, for enabling 
the President to commence negotiations to extin- 
guish these titles. These clauses, however, have 
been striken out — I know not for what reason, 
unless it be by way of preparation for a very 
rapid progress of the bill through the House of 
Representatives, on account of the vast merits 
of the negro clause. But the hbnorable chair- 
man of the Committee- on Indian Affairs had the 
frankness to announce that these appropriations 
were not to be abahdoncd — that they woiild be 
put into some other bill. No doubt they will be, 
and I fear that the aggregate first proposed will 
bo doubled at least, even at the present session. 
My honorable and most excellent friend from 
Massachusotta, (Mr. Everett,) who pronounced 
such an admirable discourse in this chamber 
yesterday, addressed a, very earnest hope to t^iis 
body, that ample jjrovision might be made for 
the poor Indians. When these govcraments are 
formed, with all their paraphernalia, our peo- 
ple will rush into the Territories, and it would 
become a matter of necessity to extinguish the 
Indian title. What sura will be required for 
this puT'poso no man can tell. I should not be 
surprised if it should amount finally to $50,000- 
000 or even $100,000,000. It must be recollect- 
ed that we pre to deal with the titles of Imlf- 
civiliiftd — I will not call them savage — tribes, 
where they <.>\ta the fee, aitd are the proprietors 
of the Boil, whicli will prove a much more serious 
matter than the acquisition of possessory righti , 
as in ordinary cases. 

It is certain, also, that the adoption of thiis 
measure will involve au increase of our army 
expenditures. Tlie admirustration is now call- 
ing for a largo addition to the army, and I have 
a strong impression resting on my mind that it 
is really needed/ and shall -^oi^e for it, unleB.s 
thepe be some good reason assigned to the con- 
trary. But if you adopt this measure, a further 
anginentation will be required sooner or later — 
at least one regiiuent of mounted troops for e.ieh 
Territory. CoUision with tlje IndiitTiB will be 
inevitable. Wara will be of frequent occurrence, 
and the expenditures under this head will ex- 
tenci over a Jong period-r-perhaps n quarter of a 
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may think of trivial import^nee, and that is the 
expense of delegates to Congress from our Terri- 
tories. These are much greater than I had any 
idea of until I looked into the facts. For the 
ieat OcitgrciJS they were as follows: 



To thi2 ngj^rpjincB is to be Ril'Ied aHhs presentCon- ■ i 
gre-a »n aiiwunt for t|'e Territory of Wajthing- i 
ton eqiial to thail of Oregon, VIZ. - -14,824 

Atvd, ihen, t'lonld this bill pist, We shall have k ' 
farther r/li'.ition of Rt lecwt $G,0Oa par Cof grwi " - 
fat evch Tcnftcry, etiual to - • - , - 00; 

' . - ■ y ^^ ia 80 

ITcthing , v;<-(Uld more fully illustrate th« in- 
equality and ftbuses of the mileage eyiitem than, 
these details, but there is no hopo of a corrc6- 
tion at the hands of Conj^ress. Let us, then, 
combine this -with other financial ielethents ad- 
verted to, and give them, in the; ag^^gate," 
their proper weight, ' ■ : - . ' '. ■ 

I instst/in the next place, that this meaBurc is 
perfectly impracticable.' J I can demonstate that 
it is impossible to ckecute it in confdrsaity' witli 
its ]">ro visions and ' ternis. Toil, mfty/do some- 
tliing in the nature of cKeentiba, but I say It 
would be a direct and palpable 'viblatioti' of the 
law. I refer •p*rticularly to tli«so pro visions 
for tile exercise of the elective franchise and 
I for holding office. I will not dethin the SenntQ 
by reading the piivls of th<i' bill to which I al- 
lude, but I can stale tliein briefly : 'It provides 
that a person to be capable ' of Voting, or eligi- 
ble to oliice, rauiit be twenty-one y'eSrS <sf age, a 
white male citir-en of the United ' States-— br aa 
alien, also wliito, who has dflclared.ifader oath 
his interitioii tO' become a citizen, and who is ttn, 
inliabitafit'of the Territos'y'--or, as it ia expreas- 
tA in another part of tfie bill, he tousfhave 
therein "his permancsit domicile, residence, 
biibitatson, und home.'* • 

i-iir, t think I can deraonetrate, as . A legal 
projfositioti, that . there tire, and can be, UQiicr' 
your present laws, no inhabitanta there, ' Tlieto 
may be iudividnals who are bodily within the 
limits of those; Tetrifones' tcAer^ff they arc, if ' 
any, I do not kftoV. A member of the Housft 
of 'llftj^resentatives from Missouri, (Mr. HalIvV' 
said, at the last ee^sion, that there were, in tha . 
whole eountty to'Ow ' iliroposed to Ix; organizM 
under the juvmes of Nebraska ar.d . s abo^fe 
lire hundred {tidividu.il3;' aiid'Atiotfier swemMf', 
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(Mb. RicnABDsoN,) the chairman of the House 
Committee on Territories, thought there were 
about t-sfclvc, htinclred. I do not care T?hich 
number ia nssumed to be corrcct-r-it hemp; borno 
in mind that it ia no'w proposed to divide this 
eouiitify into two Territories. "We do not know 
•where these five hundred' or twelve hundred 
persona are. do Dot Rnow how many Ate 
m the proposed Nebraska, or ho-w^ many in Knn- 
cas. Perhapg xnbst or all are in Nebraska, and 
this Vould-ieavc few or none for Kanssas. How- 
ever this may be, I ■w.^lV.ttow endeavor to show 
the Senate taat they capnot bo called in^^a^ti- 
anit for the purposcB indicated in the bill. 

The Intercourse Act oF 1834 has many j^ro- 
yinion* which bear on this subject By the hrst 
cectioti of that act, all , the country comprised 
within the limits of the proposed TcTritories is 
declared "to be 'the' Intlinn country." By the 
eecond Bcction it is provided "that no person 
ehall be permitted to trade with any of the In- 
dians in the Indian conntrj, without a license 
fherefor from the Sapcrintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, or Indian Agent, ot Snb- Agent; which 
license, ehull be issued for a terrn t ot exceeding 
tVcQ J'cars revocabie lyhcnever, in the opin- 
ion of tba Superintendent, the pisrty has "traus- 
gfessed'' any of the laws or rCgulatKins provided 
for the eovemment of trade and intercourse with 
ibe Indian tribes, or that it would bo improper 
for~hiK» toremain' in tJie Indian country, fey the 
ihir^ section, a poT^er of revoeatio:) Add ejE-clu- 
i53oa ia VjBS^e*^ in the President of the United 
States. . By the fifth eection, licenses to trade 
are restricted to citijKens of the United States; 
and aliena^ thopgl\ they hay« declared tinder 
oatli their intention to beco?5a<i citizens, are 
"wbolKy . esKjluded By tho «ixtli eection, {jliejia 
of ev cxy class ere heavily, fined; if they entpr the 
"Indian country without a par sport.'' By the 
tenth Section, "thi? BupwintcridcRt of Indian 
Affair.? jii>d "Indiau Agents aiid tub-ajjcnts" are 
&uthqri?,od "to reniovo from the Indian tjouuUy 
cll, persons found tbejeia contrary to law, and 
tlfo President of the Uintcd Statea is authorized 
to direct tha militftry foree to bo employed in 
Rucli roinovjij," By t^ho twenty-third fseeLion, 
rcguLitions are prc5crj,bed for the appiication of 
eych forcCj bat iha.detnila are sot material. 

Bow, I mmfi thafc lheae provisions amount to 
an title? ex€l«Eibn of infuibitatits from iho country 
in aii^y «in» every 'lega\ eenn?; pnd that I am not 
atone in tJjIs opiikion, appears from wbut was 
Baid t>y ons of the roenjb^r^ above «lhvded to, 
(Mr. JU^'if,) m the Ilovtas of Keprt'St-ntiitiv^-a, at 
ttie Wt ecKsson, pgr follows: "77ii? gcnthvjan 
jfcm North baroUna,{}>lwQi.imuKin,)in Ikefirxi 
f^ace; objecU i» i)>i« Tff^itor^i, bteaa** there arc 
mfy fm or «fx humlrfdpeajde nettled there. Why 
i» a (ffat ihtreare ntd pfv^it people thf-rci Pii<.j-'i;i 
heemm ■ymit law? mil sot let a vtfiitt man se(tie. 
' tti-frn.",. Aj>.d icT\K%v:. ^*'^^» toon. as a white mm 
' ; ■■■-.s ifu'o tht Terri'-irj/, nitii- nt « licente frmfi the 
Indian- lietjartmfntf ihetf. i« a cotnpfiny of dra- 
■ ffiffMi* to TMn him 4*v t of the TtrTiiory." 

end conlidence in, 
ehgirman of t)i« 
i fchottld bke to 




Ifavo him explain how.he can get in^a6j(an.(s 
iiito a couTitry whcrfl by law no person has a 
right to ho for d ringle hour, except by license 
for a short perfcd, and that too revocable. 

Well, sir.'in'tlte/year 1917, 1 studied law in 
companidnsbip with my honorable friend from 
Delaware, (Mr. Clavtoj;,) in good old Connecti- 
cut^ and I then learned that, in order to constitute 
an. inhab}fant. a man rnust have a settled, per- 
manent rfeidence. There must bo no animo 
rerfr{«n(it— no intention to ^o back to his old 
abode. Can it bo said that licensed traders arc 
in tliis predicament — -that is to tay, without the 
animo revertendi — wVn the law rigidly limits 
their presencG in the Territory to three years, 
subject to bo turned out at any tiuio, at the 
pleasure of the President, or either of the other 
ofecers named in the act. A lieensed trader an 
inliabitantl Thei"e are other things in the bill 
which look very mysterious; bnt certainly it is 
a very great myetery how tho honorable chair- 
man expects to . turn a licensed trader into an 
inhabitant. As for, the people who go there 
withoiit liccnBC, the hpnofable Mr. Hali, tells us 
that tlj,e moi^ient they make tjbeir appearance a • 
company of dragoons stood readVi sword in hand, 
armed to the teeth, to chase tfiom out of the 
country. Sir, a man was 6n«« asked where ho 
lived?! So replied, "all along shpve." You 
might as well undertake to.convcrt thie personage 
into an inhabitant, as to call the few people such 
who hove been roaming over that conntiT con- 
trary to law. My honoiable friend from Illinois 
is 80 anxious to put through the ncpro clause of 
tills bill, that he has worked himself up to the 
extravagant proposition, that these people may 
he leg.iUy called inhabitant*, Tliey ftre to be 
baptised mto the name of inhabitants, in viola- 
tion of our most familiar ideas, and all jnst 
notions on the snbject arc, to be tAjrned upside 
down. , ; 

Perhaps it will Be sstid that there is some por- 
tion of thepfi Territories to which tl>e Indian 
tit) ' Ins been pxtinguislied; and tlio honorab'e 
chairman may insist that, so far sis, that portion 
is «)!R-ernpd, it has got «o?rte inhabitants any- 
how; and we may go up hill and. down dnle, 
and search out all tho nooks and cornera of the 
country, and may perchance find ^oi/r ' .vly whom 
we can in a proper sensevsall an jidi;il>ittt()t, but 
1 vyiy stro!igly suspect — I have ,a mind to use 
the word'," f/Mfjss," for I have an indisputable 
titie to it ftp a native, of New luigland — timt the 
(ive hundred people mcatione.d by Sir. IIai.i, 
and the t'>iclve hmulrod copjectured by Mr. 
lljcirj^iUisoN, \-'j11 he found on the Indian lands, 
and in inmi tiuate con tr.iet with the Indian tribes. 
But if it be othervvisuj or, in fith<?r words, if 
the population, such as it is, can be assigned to 
the other part of the Territories, then the honor- 
nble chainnan, before, he can (tall them inhahit- 
antx will bave to tramjile under footaiiother act 
of Cougrcs-T, Yee, »[r,,cn.ol.het act. I refer, sir, 
to tho act of 1B07, by v.;l(ich it is t)xnr«saly. ]>ro- 
vided, that if any person or persons fchali intrude 
on tlie pnblic lands, ho ehall be treated as a tres- 
passer, Hiul it is made the duty of the proper 
oflicer of the Govenunent to tura lum out, «iud, 



I think, also, of: llio President to. Employ a mili- 
tary force if ncdcE^llyi ■ Hcreiwc-;hftVo:tlie.dran 
{rcons again: chjising. ao-^fil- th<^ inkMtaitU 
tJiO EonorAljlo Senator froiSi Uliiiok I do Taoli 
Ili;o-^^ but that ono.fef tlien.;itsay<'b« t,he:ab<^l^fcj.on; 
is"iiB^tor,-i,ry, mentioned by .thje lwBor&ble Scaator,' 
vbo iE^nifr-t'-4 hi8 aboliti6tijfini aad hatred; 
©fi iiave^yin a very pecaKiU! «uld_ rffiajBnfcnbb 
JSiwrnor, by purchjasing and bringing infco the 
csniitry, a slaT«, wbetacr iftald . 6r ffciaialft ths 
Scntttoc dlidndt Bay; J>6rhaJ>B.ho hisd bettos iiv 
qairfii, • i . ' ■ 

■ Mp. DOUGLAS. I willin<3[tiife, if tho gcntkr 
taflu, ,-wiibes it. 

. Mr. SMTTH. Nio, sir, 1 havo nothing do 
Mfith tie matter., I Enraender thfe wliiolo negro 
question to , the Sfitiatoir;i ho haa juriadicfcioa of 
i{» and I teliove of BtithiisE 'clso, 

Nor; can the bonorabJa 8<aiator ^Mr. Docaus) 
gfitalocg.witii th« laifeof 1841, •wbieh: autliorizeis 
pre-fimjttion rights.' By the iiot rfiforred to it is 
p?ov;i^ed that = whenever thfl Indian titlo the 

Eublio lan^a has been o^tinguiehed, and the fiame 
avp boen eorveyed, it sbolll be lawful ibr a' citi- 
zen, or an aliea who hft& declared, under oath ait 
iutentilon to become a cibiaenj tQ eofccr; upon a 
quarter '. section ' ofi 'suck Inndfl^ settle thereon,^ 
i^Djd thus ncnmr© th« right of pre-emption on 
cortftila speoi&ed terms. l^o-»^: tk^e^Mi&B liavft not 
l?eoa 6«ryeyedt;and tiho difficulty is! cqiaallyiri" 
tsareiouatable ih: both parta of Hideo Territories, 
that is to sftyv where the Indian titk has been 
oiiiiJ^uighca and where it; has Bofc, X am very 
sorry t^at; there should be bo many obstacles to 
tyhe. progress of the Senator, for I nave a Eihccre 
Eaepect for him, nay, admiration; on aceouiifc of his 
riemarkoble fecundity ia .'the Un^> of Territories. 
We have every session the parturition of a Ter- 
latory^ oCfiiwionally two Rta time asino^. l am 
sorry that tb« travail throes ahould be 6o'ter> 
rifia I do not believe tJiat: arm the Caasarian, 
operatsoa, will savo tha patieat. As, how«ver, 
the. hiouorablfl .Senator is a; devotee of progrcnf, 
Ija jp-wt givo i^irth to, r, Tomtois^ oecfision- 
sUyv I will proffer ; hs-Oi a littlf* bit of. advice if 
ho wilt perrajt.uvei by way of preparation for 
'4ying io." Inithe first pla'ce, hoishould LavO 
thfe;Icdian titlb estiDgiuiRhed fca a good breadtls 
«ef country; and if ha Ijes any respesit for th^. 
faith of treaties, etjch country ebotild ba loGatHjd 
far away from tiioae Indiaa. Territories whicli! 
■^ii have guar&atsed and bound ourselves by the 
most solemn obligations to eettur« ta thai unfor- 
tijnjRte race forever. 

' la. the next placp, tl>/0 Senator , ought to cslc 
for en appropriation to have lands suiToyed; 
find after, this has been, dotte, and the connfecy 
marlccd affiicto.townsiiiiw, eoctiomi, twd.quurtes 
erxtioBf's tho eotUcrs cart go there and bwild their 
lbg-C!ibiK8— wJteiv my frjend will haveipeople in 
tli<) country wliom he CJW^' properly cau inhahiU 
a^s, and wen he may go it Wind ia this business 
of manufttcturing Territories, for aught I care! 

Iiw— J f • „ T_zrj — *l. 

be Eonej and, thor^f^re,, tliera c(ja be; neiUien 
"VCitera nor ofl]ct-holdtrft,:iii cojafortaity vsii\ the 
provisiops of tliis bill' ' 
It k.s.,reMarlr»bIa foot tji&t tlii$ Scnat^f (i'e. 



auspssa&i ^'i or r«p<?»l -eights' ofi wo «^ ct ^^/'Ji 
thsAfcMSOr*. Thus I htSileavfS; those actaia faU 
fQ«e, B« that not onlythfl-.Gqv^nioT, but ths lo- 
f.i«W*'«* As«!a3«blyit«cli; 'WioviU be liable to b® 
ote' --"^. •oa'b.of febo Terrl^wties! by the drsgoon^ 
ai:ppOiie BOiDQapi»{ia-<iaa buj/ctTiBd, where it wo«J» 
ba^ Wul toi eswcfc a stajuqturo ; fos the accoittmo- 
datioa «S; tho ,«»scmbly, *ad Rtigposo, TOoreOTer,; 
tWl-tt^ body oonyen«3;,afld. i% anly_o^^?in«zfia. 
Osmld. tliby delitoon>,te lio : peacsl Wj^y? ss?, 
ti,€ very midst of Sk flij^t of oratory »£ . soma 
patriot .ooa {m) qTi^stipn-Msf : which, 

Rocordsfig to.Ws, bjll,,t6«y are to liavo folo jw- 
riedi«itioit—Ui©^d5!agooji»i9«ght appear, an4:thfia 
wiA shouW hft.TOffianniiTci'aalf.Btampede of Gov-, 
emor; ceaBuwUorp, ,md ,repn?8eii(tativeat I can 
see theJB, <5,v® now, Btrofljning. Kwrpss the coun- 
try, the dragoons ia full chaB% ; with the .honor- 
able Senfttofc (who wonldjiBiiitwrally be at band 
to take cai!e of hiiK>ffppri?ig) follpiwipg, bopted, 
and spifrred, close atlih^ir hpelBs, and try^ing to 
arrest so untim^jly » procjediXTo. by rcadicg. the 
riot act» . 

Besides, .what is ta be the etat^of things if 
w« iavitft ouj'\p«»<^pla to rosfe in, before the lands 
arfl «tev6yedt^ Will ife not ptodiw<J confusion,. 
ut*xjr ccmfufiionf Sapposf^lon^the eurveya beins 
aiade* it tunj^ -owt th«t two or, more eattler^ ara 
OB the same quarter section, trhvch of them is to 
have itf To open tbo country ^to.Aettloment in, 
advance of the jJublic swrvays, isito Ui^ last do-, 
gree absUrd. > Kay, yoa do .not open it, yoa only 
ask our people fa> violate esiating Iaws, and you 
'malt/e yourselves; accessories bcft^rfl . the fact to 
, every enecies of eoonJiity. 

But there ardiothw parts of thfl maphlnci"y 
whi<fh,wiU b© fotod neatly as stubbomi if not 
quita., The; Girvemoc <>ixefik TendtQry is t<iiay 
the same into council and tepresmtative dis^ 
trict-vi and, every oowtssellor and representativa 
must 'be ea. ,ii>h4bitaint,ofi thfodistrjcfc ' I would 
like, to; witness (the; pre of Iftyiug oSf Uiis 
ctJUBtry for the purposes indfcakai . llowia it 
to. be done I m^ro otq tlio villagos?, Whera 
are tlw inhabitanta: Eoigrouped &s that Utey coxild 
conveniently be comtiriRod within a dustrictl 
For aught tcBA/sefe, in tbC' eiubemaco of to 
' l»oU<?y. tko , Govcnvor , ould hftyfy to : mtinago 
spaiewhat in thilikwies: I^'g-oabJa 1, situated 
new the top of braaeb: eo «ad m, fhtill bo dia- 
trict So. l.;,and logroabia.Iso. 2,'eituatBd fift^^ 
miles northeast of No. J,,;elt0Ube distiict So. 2, 
ajidieo OB, to the;endit>f the clsapter. , Perhaps 
the Governor would :b9;reduoed to each straiia 
ti)ab hfiWOuldhi^tQ to ceastitut'® , any. half doxen 
log-cabins in the eBr«e vi^ioage, oacK' ittfco a,d!!s« 
tri<?t by itself,, end .then cirfiiosM'Aip.int would ^>a 
sfjre, tOig«t \ti\j(i: oitheT t^e cs»ttnoil or the kgia* 
lativp aesembly. . I ttiink th&t '}i t\i<t difetricfcs, m 
they .KW&t nWfissaHly.ba, constituted,, were laid 
dowanoa. p^pey, it wo«Jd,)CMtrthia pro^Jcedii)" 



into contfimplSviiiid.reisdsrit all a farce fi'Oia be- 



But,. Mr. President:,; I now to: a .question , 
whi<;h^I de/Jcaofim^Jeh bighef' irtipcrtanea tl^ajs; 
any t(? Tphlf-h i; Im Wtberi^ adyertod, it is .s 
queptloiii ^fUMi, i?S;»iy j'^^xcn!. deeply eois-; 



i Cet of tl'iiii nation' fbl' ifife^lty TiiQd goo{l:fBit5i.Hj 
I i pay tl'hs if •yl^a't>&^' this ^ bill' yoii iiitrAfo fi! | 

j itL^ "pacfe wesVoiP the '6i*gftm«§d'St»te& « '.^sy^ ijt 

I k J'.' present 'v?olili£>n' of • fHdrife Irefttiok '■' > ilt -wili' 
bring 'tl|^Snth,6tin;irTeaed^^ 
tWII Vittt^;,a 5^ea^ fc?ieni to utter 

anniliilat3o£ lam vbi^mnebindebtedtbitgea- 
j fldisiW*eseMl^^i» inaembiSi* of the Hoasevpf- Rep- 
I rtii^fititatrVes, (Mr. feowa**, bf f feia8,);>fflir'a digfeal? 
i of these treaii^S.' l h&t<6 it'>H(fre lii' tho' Gingres-^ 
I f^oaal' Globb bfilast fifes^dii' /K'WiU g?eatl;jr'&-< 
V ciljtato • and V^pWdlte" thb :fexiaiainatiori ^of the 
:\ Bhbjefit to^ tifl^ dtgsal, t&Xhet^ tHan t» jeferfto 
ihfe tSrS&tiss' ChBiag4lt68;'' Bef&tb il- proceed to 
i Bpchi'h^riiovilsitly 6t itreaticB^ iC' wish to 
; r^eOAt to th^ act of^iesO/' *^ jwfovido for an €i- 
' <<hat)g^e of listtdfe "^ith tho tidiiios residlQK in any 
t of th^ 'States- ot Territoirfesi and' for their Ins*; 
\ mbV4^estbf tkeMf3si88iDpii"/B5r the tbirdeec- 

■ tioa of the act it is provided that ia makfag the 
: oxohftage8,'""tV «Wt ItiikZ »na^:6<?'feii9;f¥/ '/oT' <Ae 

■ sdfA tcAtVA ?A<s' 'eiithahge ia modi, that- the United 
I SldteA mUfdremt iecitft atic^ gmrkiitt/ to them ahd 
'I theirjmri and swb^&iof^l the country to exchanged 
< mtf^thetny- atui'if they 'pfdfer iithe XTnited SiixUs 
5 Will ^aiiee a patent m" grant 'io <i>eim€ide and exe- 
{ euted M iihhie for fhe>Mm\'*'' 
• very etrctng langa^gjB. ' Tfad , Fp esiderit' is autho^ 

rized; not only to givs aksutaace, ; but one of 
tiie most foraral ond solemn character-^not only 
that they ehoald be perxiaitted to oooopy their 
new hdmes in peace, out that thfe'sata&'Bhotild 
dascdtid to their children and' their childrenB' 
cbiidreti fordver;' and, taoreover, thatthey might 
have the option y)f an absolute title secared by 
apatent under the Eign manual of th©' Presi-- 
dent, and beari&g' the broad ^oal <!>f our Repiib- 
lic Conddering ' that wfe;-w'*:V6 about to' deal 
with podr, benighted, frieadlesa Indians, such 
an enactment impoaea on us "all'the obligations ; 
of the R^ost Solemn treaties; and wo have no 
raoral right either to set th<3>m aside oV to ^ov ade 
itt liio Eiightesfc ' degree their force. Such was 
your legislation, based on the policy of romov-i 
mg the^Ittdtans'f'rbm the east' eide of tho Mis- 
siesippl west of the organized States; It was 
your policy tio take them from their homea— from 
the graves of their father's, thieir -Wives, and 
children, acrete? the ^'Father of Waters*'' into a 
land they knftw not: and to induce them to 
yield all tfcat men d6eta'£sacrod,-W6 teaid'to them 
you ehall have hero, a» tf6l<*i«^^J:cjce ; hero yo-i 
ehall no longorbe disturbed b^ the lawless, nor 
pursued^ with importonititea to yield your new 
flbotSe. Well, eir, tho trealio's wsra snad« ; the 
promisea wero all given and tho Indiana were iri- 
uccdd to rom6vis--though with ,taueh difficutyi' 
Even a miiitaVy forco had ta be essp'oyed to somo 
extent, if I do not mistake thohistoryof the coun- 
kxy. I will not spcali; of the' hardships ' of that 
journey, nor <?f tuoso gteatcr ' hardships which 
they must havo encbuntered whfen they fouiad 
themadvcsxa thefar W^ttrithbttt dweilingBj and 



; wi& inadcqaBts^'bsistenoii ■ Slii^measur'e had^ 
i in ftvoV' litfclottrefcreudo to ; the true linterebt ; of 
thes^nBitep'tKy pebpls, whatever! auggcstioaa 'to: 
that >dffcfct taay "Boifotiiidiin; the ^niWioi'dbod"; 
njajlttev-bubifciTaehf Jnor»'>ti-i '^ho' odvanocnsenb -ofl 
the Staiesi > '&oin iwliidh ■ ttoy wiero i xemovcd, 'm 
popnlatlod and wealth- ^ HenjJB'obUgatioaDsiamso 
wbi^^h;am)eaT^to! Heaven,! and wbicli tbe- b^h- 
eaticoAsideratiohs'of duty ieqniro nsr to ezeewte: 
and fidfill. vWhatyi Mr,?? President, aro/ftheso' 
tpoatieB? I find tliatjtbey divide theinjfalvee/ into 
' three different classea: First, treaties which stip«- 
\aWm express terias;that/ She Jahds ceded ahall 
not bo included within any State or Territory 
withdut &'6'oon8Bnt bf the Indians. rSfecondly, 
treaties ? which fconfcain. ; th© same stipalatlan; 
without any iquelification f whatever, < that ia t<^ 
say, the words ".wishonilthaiificonsehfc'' arelefii 
onfc,- BO that the elipnlfttiob ift i absplato ; and in 
the third class therd ia iiothing Biiid in express 
terms aboct their beihg/ihcluded: in any Stato; 
or Territory; bat language is ubed of an eqtuvB-; 
lent character.; The language ia every inst'aiic©, 
imjwrta ttiat those lands ^ei-o to boi their per-' 
manient homo atad final abiding plaae. - 
u I ask honorablo'Sciftitors to tell' m«, <whien it 
ifl said io aii Lidiah tribe thafi they shall hdve a 
certain tract of couhtry as a pertqaaent homo,- 
What is meant by it ? Do yon not int<5nd' that' 
i&JiTfihall understand it as im*pottiug, a guaranty 
that they shaU hfevo it as ah ©bidiog plaoe foi^ 
ever? ' indee'd Itconaider thelar«5uagQ of those-' 
treaties ^vf^ich • ccmtdin only gener il iwbrda- xia 
importing the 8«me ■■ thi6g as tho ui<>r&' i jJre.aiso 
stipulations or tha 'first; twd elteses of treajiee^' 
particularly ae their ' general ^ words fconnecfc 
themselves with the third section of the act of 

But, Mr. President, my friendi th<y ebairmatt; 
of the- Goninnttee on Territories, infeista tha^; he 
liaa delivered the bill ih)ra*th'e objections, which' 
. I now urge. Inthefir^tplisice it is admitted that- 
the lines propounded sweej^ withiii such T«jrri-> 
tory tho Indian lands -thereto appertadnicg ;f or,i 
I in othdr itovdsl the? ' bxterior lines ■ of ( Nobraskii. 
t embrace a portion of thc8<j Indian 'gra?it^; vnnd 
, tho exterior linfes ofj Kaiisas thei residue, so itMt 
I they are bU included cither in the osjo or the 
i other. Thisi it: is . admitted, "^ciuld be a clear 
. and palpable violationi of th'o treaties, i In order 
, to obviate ithia difficulty mv honorabio friend 
, has inserted in- eo much of tho bill as relatea to 
t Nebraska the) following proviso : . ' <i ■ • 

' «• That nothing in thU «cl contsinea' ihall be eonijra'^d to 

K impair the v;ghl« of nsrsoa or property «dw itettttinirie to Uie 

, Iridi(Mnin«ai(l T«iTi«ory, «o?oiijjai iiBchifi2hi»i«bB!l remftia 

■ uneRtlngai«h?AbT treaty betpween ih^ Unit™ 6tBte> anrt »ach 

^ fndisBi, or to incla3e any territory Whioli, by treaty with any. 

' (ftiJitti (ribs, W not, VWtUoni tho cooBfent of wld tribe, lo ba- 

r incIoJeil witHiti tlse territtorial liroits M itttiadiatiotp of .any 
Slate or Tepri?ory ; bM sli tnch terr itpry ^ilmil be excepteil out 

5 or the boolidarfeii, ancf conttitale no pari the Jerrilory of, 

- KebratVsl Ufiita »a?d tribe' thaJS tignif? their Wsefit to tho 
I Pretident 6f tiio Unitixl Sifttei toba fncluilul within the said 
^ Tefril<>ry of N^biae^?'."' ; •.■:■,-) ■ ■ ' :■■■.■)! ; 

- -And' then he hiiii inserted a simikr pM^ 
t that part of the bill which relates to Kansas. 
I My hoti0tabl0 friend^ tho chainaan, '<^*-:Mf« 
I them all into the Torritories, and then, in' crdor 
I to.'rclia'vo the bill of bad fdith, ho snaftfAds them 



out—where they aro to remain until they ehall 
"si^ify to the President of the United States 
their assent to be included "within the proper 
Territory." . Ho'vy agnify ? "Wliat Amounts to a 
Biguifyiag; of their asaent? 'Will they -write -;a 
letter tb ' the President ? Are they to isend an 
Indian fflZfe/ lo a delegation, to appear at the 
white hoiiBd to emoko -with the lixeeutive the 
calumet of peace? Ihere is no engecBtion of a 
treaty. The Senate is to have nothing to do 
■with the subject ; but somothinR 13 td be done 
■which, in ^he j udgment of the ExecJntive, shall 
amount' a aigni^ng of assent — then they are 
to jump right in. 

Yon sweep your boundaries around them in 
the first ittstaneo, and have theLi moitientatily, 
then put them out r/ith a great parade of fair^ 
noss, and then you set a. snare for them under 
the head of " assent Bignifiod"-— knowing that it 
would haTo precisely the same affect as if aU 
this igglery of in and out and in again were 
not 1 esortea to. 

Now, Mr. President I am a plain man, and I 
desire to say, in broad terms and in measured 
language, that this is a mockery — a complete 
mockery! "You keep the word of promif^e 
to the ear, but bteiak it to the hope." Now I 
wivnt to propound, to my honorable friend, the 
chairman of the committee, one question. I 
want to know if this is not final act of legis- 
lation? Does not this bill include within the 
Territories all these grants in /wfwro, and all 
the residue of the countrjr comprised within the 
exterior limits, in presenh f Atih I maintain that 
to include them oy a final ; •? legislation — 
though infufuro — ^is '^ust as ;auoh & breach of 
the ireatiea as it would be to include them tJi 

frenenti. You do the very thing which the 
ildians provided against by these etipula- 
tions. They knew that if they were included 
within the limits of any Territory or State, 
cV^ery effort would bo made tp gfet Away their 
lands. And do you gain any thing— so far as 
the ctuestiou of good faith is concerned — ^by in- 
cluding them in tlic Territories in futurd, and 
then embarking inEfcantly in that very effort? 
Does it make any difference to the poor Indians 
in -what order the facts occur? Tlie purpose to 
include them in the Tenitories and to get away 
their lands is entertained at one and the same 
moment, aijd that is avowed on the face of the 
bill. I beg Senators to consider what was the 
object of thfjso treaty stipulations not to be in- 
eludod in tho limits of any State or Territory. 
Was it to secure to the Indians their lands? 
Kol because tho treaties declare in .express 
terms that they shall be theirs forever. Was it 
to secure to them tho right of self-government? 
Not at all ; for the treaties are equally explicit 
on that point. What, then, was tho objeet of 
it? It was to protect themselves against the 
all-corrupting enect of our glittering gold. They 
had experienced the bitter consequences of sucn 
seductions before. Indeed it is "well known 
that it has been the settled policy of this Gov- 
ernment for the last quarter of a century, in- 
augurated by tho late President Jackson, to 
separate the Indian race wholly from our jwn 



people, and to place them thenjselvea, •whc-ro 
they could bd educated, civilized, an<3, if possit 
ble, christianized: whete these would bo no in.o~ 
tiv<^ either on the part of the General GoTora- 
raent or the people' of any Stiite or; Territosj, 
for dispossessing them of their landa. All this 
is notr to be reversed. And hov? long can yoa 
expect to escape the reproach of just and good 
men every where. ; Sir^ I re|6icb that thero ia 
one honorable member of thi3body—Irefcr:to my 
friend from Texas (Mr. HotJ3TOK)---who kaa long 
boon the protector and guardian of these poor 
people^ and who will endeavor to assert and 
vindicate <3icir rights under the treaties to "which. 
I ha-sre referred. Ho is much more competent to 
do justice to the subject than I^ am, and I rejbioa 
to be able to turn the case over to his faithful 
hands. If you commence the policy of dispoa* 
sessing, you will pursue it to a consummatioa. 
Where are these tanfdrfcunato people to go? Will 
there Uot eoon b? & vast population in Minn^ 
sota — an immense colunin of enlightened, intel- 
ligent, patriotic freemen,, rushing forward from 
the Mississippi. to tho base of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and ' ultirnately overleaping that barrier, 
and occupying the Territory beyond. I ask 
you, "then, can they go North? No, sir! mani- 
festly not Will they go South s "will you turn 
them do<wn upon tho State of Texas? Would it 
be just to that State to' do eo ? And bow long 
could they exist there? Is there not another 
mighty column advancing from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the North and North-wcirtv which is 
ere long to give to the Stat« of Texas an amoont 
of nopuJation and wealth which "wiU render her 
little if any inferior to any State in the Union I 

You first lay hands on all their territory eiaBt 
of the Mississippi, mnd now you lay hands on all 
their tetritct-y west of that river: or rather yoa 
initiate a policy which is to have that Tesnlt,! 
to a dead certainty.- If you pass this bill you 
write down against tho aboriginal inhabitAufa 
of this country a sentence of annihilation. A?s 
they to bo dealt with fairly even in carrying ou^; 
this scheme — ^whiehseem^ to mo tobspcrSmous. 
Will it not be a spoliation? It is true indemni- 
ties -will be gmnted — ^perhaps inadequate ; bufe 
whether adequate or inadequate, nine-tenths of 
tho amount will fifad its way into the pockets of 
our own people — ^leaving no Bubstahtial benefit 
to the poor Indians. , 

We are to emeh them down, rob them of their 
territory, and to leave them without au abiding 
place. 

Ere long nothing will remain of them, but tho 
record of their wrongs on the darkest page of 
our history. 

It was ipainly on tho grotiUdlaat assumed that 
I opposed the bill of the last ecssion, though it 
left the Missouri restriction in full vigor. 
Ha'ving passed the House, a motioa was mado 
on tho 2d of March, by the honorable Chairman 
(Mr. DotJQLAs) to proceed to ita considera- 
tion, which failed by a vote of 20 yeas to 2^ 
nays. This motion was renewed the euceccding 
day, and the bill was taken up without a division, 
when a Senator froai Arkansas moved to lay it 
oa the table, which prevailed by a vote of 25 
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iyea3'tJ>; 17 ii&ys. ,..Oa ^?^e , first' ocewipb. fout 
^Hotihem; Senatore, . yux . ■ Mos^ira, ^ !Bra,dbiiiy, 

i DaviF, Ftrb, and FoAJit yoted wilji me 1b ^be.nega- 
i tiva; knd i0ix the iaat, fow alfic^ jh :, Mesara, Birpad- 
iH'cJald^' Dayi4 Hsb, »,iid Phelps iToted witli m,© in 
jtbonegfttiva.: H<«9iJh]^roadne^^aadPlieli>3wer9 
I feot ptcscnt oti\ th«( first oqcaeion, . siad W^"* Brad- 

Jlsuiy On thesiaSt; It tilixjs pppbara that BeVca 
IHtxftfioto .Seva^ra,<£ncWing, my^eH ; oppoaed 
j&eihsoivea t»'&i5 bill re8olti>.elj op4 ^^fs* 
fdottbtall on tbe groanda nc»\^ asotjmedj jind •we 
■\ VexiBfiiipport^d by prcyy Senator from, we slf^vc^ 
i Jiolding States: with {Jhe ; ezopptioa of the Sena- 
i tors fromMiaaoiiiii (Mesors. Atpbifonf^d Qeyfir.J 
if fenditis Vitb rnfittita concern I e(?i2( r ^ispoaitipn 
I inMife'etednofW by my.frieQdsipfth^-BU^^ 
; ing Statea to cbfmgfc front f^nd go fpr tbis h\\\ en, 
i maisse. But: right cannot jbo rufvdo -wrong, nor 
: ssrifeng rigbtv by tb<) iptro^nplipn of the neffro 
j clause; IsbaUhot'onvythepositipn of honorablw 
; Senators. if sucb' bIiaII b^ their ultimate, course. 
; Whit -vrill posterity Bay t What good and just 

saon' every ■whoi',0?'' ■ '.: ■ r, 

■ / Sir, it ia confcriiry to the tru©,int?rca^ of ,|;he 
' Blave-bolding States to filch th«jao lands from rtho 
; poorlndian^ and break up th?irBettlehientB, My 
; opinion 78, "we ^b^uld form the country, poyered 
) by: the gVartta, and pcrhapa eome of; the adjoining 
A coisntry^ into A di^tiact tevritory—an Indian tcrri- 
- tory, and then we should cancedo to. tbom a 
\ lielcgate in Congnesa, which if I mistake ijot, wo 
! uaVe authorised them to exp ict bv the. terma ,pf 
i one or more of the treaties. I •would then change 

■ our policy etitiroly. I would exclude th,» trader, 
■ { tod above all I would exclude the ^feat curs^ 

4 of the Indiai* rdcfl, alcohol : Whatever goods or 
i Agricultural initrumeuts they require caa l-e 
i purchased by the United States through the 

' ; War DepaHment. I wosjJd pursue sjich a pplioy 
( SB to'grhdvsftlly wean thfcm from, the ch?^e to the 

5 Bvocations of the plough* the ase, and the scythe, 
und thus build ^sp a prosperous if not a great 
eomnitinity, aa a perptitiisl monument to the juS' 

, : tice and goodness of the Aineri.can people. - I 
would not depart from the treaties even thongh 
you BOW propcecd for th« first time to enact ,th<? 
exclusion of elavcry north of 30° §0*. I am for 
standing by the foith of treatSea ftt all hazard,8, 
"MatjuttitiaTiiatcbsluvu" 

I (Here the Senate, on motion of Mr. Sewa^, 
adjourned; and on the Buccecding day, to wit, 
Friday, February lltli, it resumed the consider- 
ation of the eabject, when Mr. Ssmi proceeded 
E3 follows:) ' 

Mr. Peesi»knt: Xrcsunte thp remarlcs which I 
was addressing to tlie Senate yesterOay,, by re- 
curring to some of the last woraa uttered hy the 
great 1)amel WEBSTEa in this chamber. Tliey 
vcro B» follows : , 

•' Bi>, object }» peace; njy object i« teconciiiMion. My 
paTpose is not to mate cn • case for th« North or Booth. My 
object is net to coatinae tiselest and irritaiine conlroverslw. 
'1 urn E-«'"H BBitstors. North snd Sooth. 1 aw egainsl local 
idec-v iiorth end Sotith; and s^ainst tuX nuttw,: nui IcKi&l 
coistesti. I 6m an Arrievicsn, and know no locality in Ame- 
rfcsr-lhat is t*?^ country— that is my country. , Mt heart, my 
«eEts'ttent«, my jodgmeat, <!eisjS!id of Rie tl«it I nhall pureoe 
tii« Eood 8nd the harmoDy and the Unioa of the whole court- 
try." 



Precisely in this spirit I rise,' Mr. President; to 
oppose the clauses of this bill which proposes to 
abrogate th<;i Missouri Conipronusc. In trie same 
generous, liberate and truly motional spirit, with 
a view tp;tho ^eaeo of the country, (vn^ to sus- 
tain the recoticiliatioa so happily accomplished 
in lSSQ, I shall resist to the last this unneecsBary 
ntpaaure. The course which I piirsued at the 
last, session, ii\ voting, as already stated, against 
the biU for organizing Ifebraska, wlien it left 
the exduslpn of slavery nprth pf '36°, 80'' ,un- 
tpuchedj js proof conclusive that my ppposiiion 
now is not based on sectional motives. I feel at 
liberty, under such circumstances, to speak, ttnd 
shall Bpeak with entire freedom. I. dp not hesi- 
tttta, ]^£p. President, to pronounce tlusp^'^position 
a jirs fcmwdl thrown into the twp^I^ouses of Con 
gress. It is, in my judgment, calculj^ted to in- 
flame the country in a high degree, and to bring 
back upon us all the dangers ar(d cviis from 
which we have but just escaped, by the effortg 
of our •wisest and best men; We are no'w to 
undo the great measures of peace which were 
adopted in 1850, and which have been cordially 
acquiesced in by all' parties and all sections of 
tb.e,cotlntry. In short, we are^ to have strifes, 
bickerings, alienations, and disturbance, without 
the slightest prospect of benefit to either section. 
I hope-tharo is eno^igh of goodness and modera- 
tion in the body .to put down this project of 
mischief at once, , so that we may consecrate our 
time apd oiir faculties to the promotion of such 
measures as are dematiidcd by the welfare of a 
great and united people. 

And here, Mr. President, I cannot help notic- 
ing the extraordinary ; manner in which this 
measure has been sprung uppn Congress. Waa 
it suggested or dreamed of before we met at this 
Capitol on the first Monday of Deicember ? Had 
it been advj^rted to in tlie new$papers, or at 
pfubiic, paeeiings of our citizens, either North or 
South I, Have the legislatures of the Southern 
States demanded it, or has there bsen any ex- 
pression of public sentiment, either, there or else- 
where, to sustain it? On the , contrary, is not 
the universal acqiuesence of the country in tho 
bill of the last session, which left the Missouri 
restriction, in full force, proof cpnclmivo that 
the American people have been f aken completely 
by surpriset : , 

WliY, sir, that bill was carried through the 
llo.Vi by a laiige majority — ^the vote being yeas 
98, nays 43. lliere were in the affitn\ativo no 
less than twenty votes from the (ila'veholding 
States, viz: From Maryland, Evans; from Vir- 
ginia, Holiiday, ilcMiillon, and Powell; from 
Alabama, Cobb and Smith; from Louisiana, 
Landry and St. Martin; from Kentucky, Gray 
Stone, and Ward; from. Tennessee, Johnson, (An- 
drew,) Watkins, and Williams; ard from Mis- 
souri, Darby, Hall, Miller, and Porter. Tiius we 
find gentlemen from every part of tho country 
supporting tho organization of Nebraska ■with 
slavery totally excluded from its limits by the 
ec-t of H B20. I am disposed to think that there 
is not a man iu the nation who has been more 
strenuous in upholding the rights, the interests, 
an^ the honor of his own section, than tlie pre- 



Bent able Exccutivie of Tennessee; and jet he 
deemed it but just that the . Missouri restriction, 
should be maintained, and iSebraska organized 
subject to that restriction unimpaired aad ,m 
force. I would in<iuire, morepver, whj the Prc- 
sident did not advert to this subject in. liis an- 
nual jncssago at the opomngof.the present ees- 
«idn. If the restriction be a grievance, and its 
repeal be caUcd for by the public scntimeot of 
the Sbutfi, surely hci must hayo fcnowti it, , If it 
bo repughant to ^lie ad^ugtineiifc of I860, and 
s'ubversivc of out true j^ieresb, surely the fact 
could not liftTO escaped Xi?" vigilance. ' And yetj 
isir, in a moment of profound repose, and without 
the Imowledge or suspicion, I venture to say, of 
five members, this magazine of explosive mate- 
rials has been introduced into Congress, and we 
arc required to deal witk it as best wo may. I 
am confident the impression wHl exist universal- 
ly, or nearly so, that there arc other objocto' than 
the public good, which have prompted, this ex-> 
traordinary procedure, , I ; fear that this is no-; 
thing but a movement on the political checber- 
board, and has more reference to party object?,' 
and future presidential electioha, than to the 
real welfare of the American people. . 

I cannot avoid, Mr. President^ tating some 
notice lierc of the pingular mvitations^hich thi§ 
measure has undergoa?. It has been presented 
i-o MS in all manner of shapes and forms. la the 
first place,' We have subpiittijd to us & report 
from the Coramitte® on Territories, in which, 
after looking at tlio subject, in all its bearings, 
ihay very wisely aiid properly conclude, tUa^ 
they <V)>i)d not recommend the repeal of the $th 
geetiou of the ' Missouri att, and they report a 
bill which certainly* does riot repeal it m ex: 
press terms, but concludes with the follOwiiig 
section: ' , ' . ' . 

" St^c. 21. Jlrtd be if further enacterl. That, in onJtr td 
avoit! mlecortiUnction, it Whereby detlared to be ihfl true 
intent anii meaning of tKis act, far a>'theqaetlioi(t>f ilaverj 
i« e<Hic*rt!e(l, to carry into practical operation the foitowins 
pr«(i<witi6n» ami prinftiples estabiislietl by the MmprtSfniw 
measBr** of IKiO, So wit : : 

" Fittt, that ftii qnestioM psrtaiaing to slavery ia t!ts Terti- 
tcrie*. null in l!>e wew States to be formfil thprefioni, ftre ta 
bo left to tlie deeifior. of ttie people residing therein, tli.oagh 
tiieir approprikte fSpresfeiiiEtive«. ' • 

*' HeRoisii, that ' all ca»ti involvipg titla to tlRves ' and 
' quctilpiis of personal freedom,' are referred to the adjndioix 
lion of t!ie local tribnr\als, with the riglit of leppeal to tiie Bij- 
preme Cotirl of the United Btates. 

' *' Third, that the provleiont of the Constitction sud laws of 
tJis United States, in resjwct to fujiliyes from ier*'icf, are to 
be carried inid fainifol execution i(i all 'Uie org&hSEed Terri- 
tof ie« • the Sims aj f n the StfitW," 

I consider this section as one of the most ex- 
traordinary samples of legislation which lias 
ever been presented to the civilized world. . It 
opens with iiitimating that tho bill is susceptible 
of some "misconstruction," but how, or where, 
is not indicated. Tlie question here arises, that 
if there be doubtful clauses in the bills, -vflty not 
amend them at once. Why resort to such a 
roundabout way to do what might be done with 
two or three dashjcs of the pen? But the hon- 
orable chairman wilt ha* ye it that there is a 
lurkisiy doubt scHiGwhcre, T.'hioh he hinuslf per- 
haps could not detect. Tlie bill is everywhere 
very plain, and does not toueh tba Missouri re- 
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stricuon. But, nevcftiiclcss, ho informs us that' 1' ; 

liis olyect is '?to carry iiitb practical operation" ' t 

certain "propositions and principles." '"Well/ f '\ 

then, sir^ 'why not write them dovrn at oncot p\ 

But this, it seems, wOuld not answer soma inscru-' r : 

tiblc purpose of tho chairman, and thcroforo ho fe ; 

edda as of hia propositions or principle^' |; 

"that all, qtsestiotiB pertaining to elavcry in tlio^ €. 

Territories and in tho now Staffs to b'o formed- ft 

thereft-onj, ore to fee left to the pcppio residing I 

therein, thmtigh • th^ir appropriate repreeeatft-- | 

tivci" Now^ siri w^hat does this meaaf Door p 

it repeal th^ restriction of 1820 ? "Was it intend-- | 

ed to repeaVitf If 60, wh^^ liofrm tlio ordiuary | 

words (if fepciall" ' t veiiturd' tt)- Bfesctt that never | 

has Cofigress, riof the Americftn people; b^ea | 

jiuzzled. 60 miiiV) fsi they wen; 'i>y this D<ilptiio^ | ■ 

oraelei . ■ Ift bno qnaVtei' of tTte Union it was tui- 1: 

derstood to meaii otie thin^ end iii the /opposite' | 

quartef ft different thing. I, mysdl^' eonclttdcd | 

ttiat, it would take a jui'y 'of nineteen IPhilddei^ | 

phiri Ifiwycfs to fil^ Its ' I ata pretty" | 

well satisfied that the real object T^^as to dis-' f? 

credit the felti section W'd ff> throw it inta | 

d6ubt„ 1 think 1' can find a cMfe to' the teiit | 

purjjose bjf that part of the bill now 'before us>,' f 

m the laj:.gaiige, addicessed by the hoflOraMo | 

ch.-iii-tnan (Mi*. Vomtlne,) the Senate,' on opfek^ | 

ing this. debate^ as' follows: ' " ' | 

: V, I.kii&n'- there erp t^fiV? rwn. Whigs «n(l OamocratJi, wbo, | 

not willing to reptidiate tiio ttaltimore rdstform^oC theirpwn | 

party, would be xvilline to vota'fOf IbW priodpfe, provitWl | 

tKey ctiaia io to In Sncn erjolvooSl teriRt that thev conid deny » 

that It m^!!ii:wbsHt;«B« tRteadnd t<i«n<>an tn efirtaiA locaii- I 

tip, -J dofnet ,wi«h, to de»! 30 any f-(]5ivc<;cl, language. ',' • j 

"We all know ihe honorable chairmaa ia ; dis* ! 
tin'giiisTKjd for hif» frankness; he usss ao cquivo- | 
cal, Ianga%e— not he I Hia object was truly. I 
philftrithifbpic*— it was to accommodate oertiiia j 
tendep-foowtd, " Whiga and Diemocitita" who 
might be " willing to vote for this principle f W 
that /is to aayv^ithe overthrow -of tho Missouri 
compp<>Hiife«>»^^'provided'* they could 'do so ia 
euch equivoeiil term3i;hftt they cbuld deny thst 
it rncane what it is intsnded to mean isi (Settain 
localities. Ah J ha! •'equivocal' toS*mn r' Great 
stafcesiiiaiislitp, this ! ; " • : < 

I thinl: tli« hiU was before ks in this form Ibr 
about ' tliree dtiyd, when! my' honorable friend 
from Kentuckj', (Mr. Dixok,) — artd I f^el under 
great obligation to him for the eervica he hast 
rendered iotrbdisecd a proposition to abro- 
gate the 8tb section of tho act of 1820 at once. 
This eeenia to have involved my frc^nd, the tShmr^ 
raan for the Territoritm, in pretty serious dilu- 
culty,' arid he all ft<: oacij conchided to come wp 
to the scratch ; therefore he reports a n eW bilt 
dividing the one Territory which ha proposed 
originally into two, and ineertiiig instead of tho 
2l8t section of the {^fll firet ;repoi;ted the follow- 
ing provision: 

" That the Coostitniion, una «,U.kw» of ttieUnited'Bist** 
which are not looslly Inappficable, thttU have the inlnis iorca 
sod eljtjct within ifie naid.Temiory of Nebraska *» eVir-befe 
within the United St«t©g; J'icfcfit llis eightii Sectibii of lh6 
Eirt'ptejmrEitWjl to 8ho;siIt»SE8i«» icf ftlissoerJ iolo :th* Vpfpn, 
anproved March *iith; pighteen ha^tke^ rb4 twenty, tfliic'it 
WR3 SQjieirBsdfd fey the ^jrvt:ciple« of the ("'^itlif 'ioa <tt e"7ritepn 
hatsdred and fifty, ci'-'-.tGOi iy caSlwl tl.a'Oii.i-u i-Lis in- 
ures, snd ii bsssb| ("ic-cteid iiwiwreaive." j; ' . , ■ ■ 



Wher&upoa the honorable chairmau delivers 
liimself in M6 opening speecli as folio wb: 

" Upon the otlier point, that pejlaidiuj^ to iht tjuestion af 
slsvefy ia the Terfitories, it was the intention of tho coairnit 
tee to be eijusUy explicit. We took the ptincip!e« tstablished 
by the Cdmprouiisa acts of lP50 is oor aoicje, and itrtended to 
luakeetcii »Bd avory provijion. of the biti accord v»iih tijosa 
^neclplea. 7bo«o tiiea&ures establithed aad kiA upoa' the 
jpradi panoiple* of self government, that the people should be 
slIowe<.( to i-iciie the quettion* of their dora-istic initiintioui 
Cat themielvea, siibjoct oaly to tacii 'iini:ationa n&d rettnctioai 
lAi UQ iicpoced by the C;)Qititutioo ,9f the United States, id- 
xtead of having them determlued i?y aa aibitraiy or geogra- 
phical line." 

That is to sa^, the committee, by the 2l8t 
section of the bill as first reported, really in- 
tended to set aside the Missouri restriction ; for 
it has been all the while insisted that the 8th 
section of the act of 1820 is in principle and 
substance incompatible with the measures of 
1860. The honorable chairman seems to have 
forgotten that he had declared in his report, in 
ejpprese terms, that the committee could not re- 
eommend the repeal that section. Tbo speech 
^ind the report do not jump together very well ; 
or, in other words, he ie. like one of Sbakspeare's 
eharacters, " the latter end" of whoso discourse 
"forgot the beginning." But it seems that the 
9th section "was superseded by the legislation 
cf 1850." Whoever before heard of a solemn 
act of Congress being superseded by principles ; 
jmd, if euperseded, where the necessity of ad- 
verting to the subject at alL 

This curious performance eeema to have per- 
plexed honorable Senators nearly as much as the 
original demonstration. The honorable chair- 
man at length found out that it would hardly 
do; and, therefore, as he says, he consulted the 
fi-utndt of the measure, or, in other words, he 
held a council of war; and thri result of their 
«ait-ed meditations ia a substitute, which I will 
BOW examine. 

In course of a practice^ Mr, President, which 
extended over some fifteen or twenty years, I 
iiecame somewhat lamiliar with the construing 
of statutes, and knew how their different parte 
were designated. We, who are lawyers, nave 
all heard of the preamble of a statute ; the en- 
-aeting clause; the exception, or qualification, 
imdthe proviso; but 1 never before lieard of the 
exordium and the peroration of a statute or bilL 

M«re we have the exordiuni of the propoted amcnd- 
''" ment 

" Which" (that !• to My, the 8tli eectioD of the let of 183)) 
"brinj; iacontittent with we prin(!iple of non-interveolion by 
Coagrew, with siavery in the fiittet and Territoriei , u recog- 
jMtd by the le<ii!&iion 9f 1850, coramonly called the Cooipro- 

Here the eiuxcting clause. 

" It henby dedaied inopsralire and toM." 

Here the peroration, 

" Tt being the trae latent and meaning of th!« sot not to le- 
(idate tlavery inta any Territory or State, nor to exclDde it 
therefrom ; bnt to leave the people thereof pertectly free to 
form aad rrgalate their domeitic iojrtitnlioai in their owq way, 
tubject only to the Conititniioa of the United States." 

My honorable friend from Mageachusetts (Mr. 
EviBBTr) seemed to be greatly perplexed with 
this singular affair, and a»kea with great pro- 
priety why you do not sdmply say that tlie 8th 



section "bo and the yame is hereby vepealed i" 
No doubt it would have beoQ dono so, were it 
not for the political elements to which I have 
adverted. Probably the honorabio cliairman 
(Mr. Douglas) had iu his eye tender-footed W higs 
and Democrate, for whom he seems to have a 
profound solicitude. This looks to me very 
much like adroit or cunning legislation. I sufl- 
eit it was apprehended that it would not quite 
o to break down tlie Missouri Compromise at 
once, or by the ordinary simple plain enactment. 
The idea must be held out that if the 8th section 
was not absolutely overthrown by the legisla- 
tion of 1850, it was in some mysterious way un- 
dermined, or so weakened, that it is proi>er now 
to blow it into the air. It was about Salf de- 
molished then, and there is a call on us now to 
give it the coup dc grace. 

What is meant bj the expression "inconsist- 
ent with the principle of nou-intervention ? " 
Do you mean to tvssert that the legislation of 
1850 is so incompatible with or repugnant to that 
of 1820, as to annul the latter? We all know 
that incompatibility between acta may be such 
as that both cannot possibly stand, and that in 
such case the latter will so operate as to repeat 
the former. Will any one assume the responsi- 
bility of affiming that inconipability has an- 
nulled the act of 1820. If so, where is the ne- 
cessity of your interposition; end, if not, why 
cannot the measures stand together? Can more 
be said than that the legislation of 1850 is v.n- 
^rAfi that of 1820 — as it undoubtedly is ? Is it 
uncommon to put into acts of legislation, touch- 
ing kindred subjects, different^ or unlike pro- 
visions? Must all Territorial legislation be cast 
in the same mould? May you not liave one set 
of provisions for one Territory and a different 
set for another? Nay: is not this often indis- 
pensable ? You therefore arrive at the conclu- 
sion (which you were determined to reach any- 
how) that the 8th section shall be "inoperative 
and void"— -without any reason. It is your 
sovereign will and pleasure. Further, are not 
the words "inoperative and void" perfectly ex- 
plicit? What occasion is there to aeclare their 
"true intent and meaning." Or, in other words, 
why have you introdnced the peroration, and 
why a procedure to extraordinary ? 

Sir, tliis is legislation with excuses, or apolo- 
gies. 

You knew that a direct repeal, and in the 
ordinary form would give a groat shock to pub- 
lic Bcntement in this country, and therefore t'ae 
subject must be befogged, and be made to as- 
eamo a plausible aspect. 

Can it be possible that honorable and upright 
gentlemen, from the South, are about to approve 
such indirection and artifice? We know that 
legislation Jike the act of 1820 has ever been to 
them a stumbling block and an offence, and they 
may be now wilhng to get rid of the 8th section ; 
but it seems to me that it would better befit 
their character for frankness to have the abro- 
gation accomplished in the ordinary way^ and 
m simple plain terms. 

Mr ^President, in my judgment^ the extraordi- 
nary proceedings hero depicted are proof con- 



oluaive that the incompatibility which has been 
Bet up, is all a pretence—is an aftei-tliought. 
nie incessant mutations ■which tlie proposed 
iegisiatiou has undergone, within a brief period, 
show that you have no fixed ideas on the sub- 
ject, and the adroitness of th-i verbiage which 
you throw around the only operative clauae 
prove an apprelionsion that the measure may 
after all turn out quit* hazardous. Indeed, the 
w'hole proceedir.gs have a ver^' bad aspect ; and, 
unless we are willing that the people of this 
country should believe that the Senate of the 
United States has ceased to be the exalted, dig- 
nified, body it waa foi-merly, we should reject, 
■with indignation, a measure imb\ied with such 
eingular, not to say unwortliy elements. 

And here, sir, I must bo permitted to notice 
the many incongruous notes which " the organ" 
published in this city, has sounded forth on this 
subject. When the honorable chairman asserted 
in his report, in substance, that he and his as- 
sociates could not recommend an abrogation of 
the 8th section, and when, shortly after the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
ScMNEH,) proposed an express re-enactment of j 
that section, and the lionorable Senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Dixon,) a repeal, tliese gentle- 
men were lield up to the country as represent- 
ing extreme opinions, and as being actuated by 
factious or at least partisan motives. The for- 
trer was pronounced a mischivous anti-slavery 
a^^itator, and the hitter and equally mischivous 
pro-slavery agitator, while the honorable chair- 
raan was all that could be moderate, just^ and 
statesmanlike. He (it was insisted) waa pur- 
Buing an intermediate course, and we were all 
asked to rally around him and save the coun- 
try from another convulsion. But soon there- 
after he took a leap South and assumed the posi- 
tion of annulment, and then "the organ" lept 
after liim, and indeed sticks to him as ■ closely 
as his own shadow. It seems to mo that the 
aper alluded to must be "the org£*n" of the 
onorable chairman rather thaiA of the Admin- 
istration. It is clearly contrary to the interests 
of the latter to involve Congress and the coun- 
try in another controversey on^the subject of 
elavery. 

But, Mr. President, I do no intend to rest the , 
case on considerations such as these. I propose 
to examine the subject in all its bearings, and 
by 8 full and precise induction of facts and con- 
nderationa to show beyond doubt or cavil there 
is nothing in iLhe legislation of 1850 incompati- 
ble yith that of 1820, and that it was the in- 
tfiutiou of Congress and the expectation of the 
country both should stand togetner, as well they 
Eaav. And here I would observe that the hono- 
rable chairman, in his opening speech, commit- 
ied himself to an issue of a very crave char- 
acter, to which I mean to hold him on the 
present occasin. He says : 

"That a cloM exatnination of thwe acts clearly establishes 
the fact that it wa» the inl«nt, b« well ai the legal effect of 
the Compromise Measures of IBM, to toiienede the Miuoori 
ComproajiJe, am! all geographical and Territorial lines 

Here i?, firsts a direct and positive allegation 
of a fact that it was " the intent" of the mc^'^u^es 



of 1850 to ba{)ei'cede the Missouri Compromise, 
and Bccoudly, an opiuion declared that such Li 
their " legal effect.'^ 

I deny, utterly, the fact, and I controvert, with 
equal pouitiveness, the soundness of the opinion, 
I will not stop to inquire why tho honorable chair- 
man is dabling with the euojeetat all, if hi» alle- 
gations are true, but I choose to meet the issue 
at once, and flat footed. 

Wliat, Mr. President, were the measures of 
1850? niey were, (1) to *dmit California; 

(2) to adjust the disjiuted bountiiiry with Texas; 

(3) to abrogate the slave tracie if Mie District of 
Columbia; (4) to amend ou*- laws for the return 
,of fugitives frcOi labor, bO as to make them mo"^ 
effective ; and finally, to provide Territorial gov- 
ernments for Utah and New Mexico. It is not 
pret-eiided that any of these measures, other 
than those last indicated, have the slightest 
bearing ou this subject We will inquire therj, 
whether there is any incompatability between 
the acts organizing Utah and New Mexico, and 
legislation for Nebnieka and Kansas, leaving the 
8th section of the act of 1820 in force. 

j I would observe, in the first place, that there 
's nothing in either of the acta first mentionetj, 
on the subject of slavery, except the following 
clause, "And provided further, that when ad- 
mitted as a State, the said territory, or any por- 
tion of the same, shall be received into the Union 
with or without slavery, as their constitution 
may prescribe at the time of their admission." 
We do not propose that you ehonld re-enact, in 
express terms, the restrictions of 1820, but are 
willing to vote for a bill, so far as this objection 
is concerned, in precise conformity with the pro- 
visions of that which passed the House at the 
lout session, or in other words, for a bill which 
says nothing of slavery one way or the other. 
The only difference between such bill and the 
Utah and llJew Mexico acts would consist in the 
fact that ttie clause above recited appears in the 
former and would not appear in the latter. B« 
it remembered that the 8th section of the act of 
1820 provides no rule for the admission of States 
into the Union which might be formed out of 

■ the territory lying north of 36*^ 30', but simpiy 
provides that, from such territory' "slavery and 

1 involuntary servitude, otherwise than in punish- 
I ment of cnmes, whe-eof the parties shall have 
. been duly convicted, Biiall be and is hereby for- 

■ ever proliibited." Notwithstanding the word 
I " forever" is used, I apprehend that the 8th sec- 
. tion applies only to the country during its Terri- 
torial existence, and should a ^tate present itself 

'. for admission, with a constitution tolerating 
• slavery, we could receive it into the great na- 
. tional family without violating that taction. 
. How then, can the clause which I have recited 
from the Utah and New Mexico acts, be consid- 

■ ered incompatible with legislatien for Nebraska 
and Kansas, whicli is silent on the subject of 

^ slavery, or which, in other words, leaves those 
r Territories subject to the restrictions of 1020. It 
i is difficult to see how a State which applies for 
admission can be excluded though her constitu- 
i tion tolerates slavery, and though she be formed 
> out of territory raacle free by the act of 1820. 
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Any State now fT<i% can co amend ita constitU" 
tiofi aa to introduce elavery ii it, pleases,' and it 
is obvious that the people of the States, whether' 
ftlready in, or abotit to coipe in, nuist dcAiido this 
troiAlesome question for tlieniselvea. ' What 
tHieri, does the clause in the aets organizing got-; 
efnment3,fo'r 'Ofcah and Kew Mexico flmouutJiQ' 
aft.er nil f Fortunately we are not tyitlvoiit some 
iiglit upon this Bubjcct. Mr.' Wkbstee. tofc«d iu 
favor of that clause when proposed aa ftn arnend- 
liient by a late Senat/.)r irom jLouisiarta, (Mr., 
SouLK,) out he observed,*"! do not see much pi;aQ- 
tical utility in this ftijisndmentl" And furthef, 
tha honorflble clminrian himself, in his epcoch 
flit. Chicago, (October 23,' 1850,) took even stroiiger 
groiind— "the bill V said he, "establiahihg Ter- 
ritorial govprnmeiits foi* Utah and New Jlcxico 
are silent vtpon tlie subiectof slavery, except the 
proviBionthatj ■wlien tney eliould oe admitted 
into the Uni^n as States, each should decide the 
qiOestiou of sltvyery for itsel£ Hiis latter ^ro- 
Tision was not incorporated^in rny original bills, 
for the reason tliftV i cono<!Xved it to involve a 
principle so clearly dedutiible from the Constitu- 
tion that it was unnecessary to emoody it lu the 
form of legal enactinent. But when it was 
offered fts an, sniendment to the bills, I cheer- 
fatty voted for 5t^ lest its rejection ahoiild bc 
deemed a 4enial of the principle asserted in it." 
So. that Mr. Webster could see ''very little of 
prijctical utility" in tKe clause, ajndthehohbfablo 
chairman jio iiitility whatever, "the legislation 
of 1850 was tlicn, m effect', silent on the sxibject 
of slavery. Why can you not bo silent now, 
and liow can ai)y one assert tliat H was the 
isatent as well as the legal effect of the Compro- 
nu&es of 1850 to 8uperce3,e tlie Missouri Compro- 
mj«e t You or^enisc Territorial (governments for 
certain countries, and you do not deem it expe- 
dient to prohibit the introduction of slavery. 
What has that to do with countries many htju- 
dred miles off, where the circumstances may be, 
and arc in facty entirely dijETereut ? 

In the next place 1 would observe that the 
ejsteni of measures adopted in 1860, were in- 
tended to comprieo all tlie known subjects of 
controversy between the different sections of 
the Union, so as to put nn end to the slavery 
qucBtion forever: ttiej' were to be a finality: they 
were intended to redrcES all existing grievan- 
ces—and th(^ Missouri restriction was a griev- 
ance in 1850 if it be eo now. That raeawuves 
comprehending every cause of dissension or diffi- 
culty were refllly, intended, appears from what 
3Ir. CiJVY Eaid julus opening speech, delivered in 
the Senate on the oth of February, as follows: 
" When 1 caine to consider this subjectv there 
were two or three general purposes which 
sesmed to mo most desirable, if possible, to ac- 
eDmplislj. Tt\e one was to settle all tlie contro- 
verted questions arising out of the subject of 
slavery; and it seemed me to bo doing very 
little if we settle one question and left other dis- 
turbing q^uestions anadjueted. It fsccmed to lae 
hv,t. flnimt but little if we stopped but one leak 
in the ebTp of state and let other leaks r.apablo of 

5 producing danger, if cot destruction to 'the vessel. 
: therefore turned my alteutioa to every eubject 



connected with the institution of slavery, and 
out c? which controverted questions have spruug, 
to J if it were' ipoaislble or practicable to ac- 
co ruaibdate arid adjust the whole of them." Ho 
;,>equently addressed the Seriate on the import-' 
ance— nay, the necessity of comprehensive and- 
final measures of reconciliation. . 

He bfteri 8j)ecifi<jd lill the known causes of irri - 
tatiph; and oii one occasion he spoke of therii 
as ''five gapinij" wounds"— meaning only the' 
tnattera already alluded to, ' In ao instance did, 
he'e^peiaik of the Missouri restriction as a wound 
or cause of irritation, npr did ho dreairi of iset- 
ting it aside. In no instaiioe did any other 
member sUj^^est or propose the overthirOw of 
that restriction.; Kothitig is.tb be found in the 
reports gutjmittfd to the Senatb' or House ^ 
that effect. N billing yn the speeches of honota- 
ble members. Nothing in the resolutions oir acta 
of State Lcgistutes, and nothing in the sugges- 
tions of the press— -either North or South, we 
were to have a final adju&tirierit ; the harmony 
of the courilry Was to. be restored; and every 
possible occasion foje the reiri.troduction of thefee 
irritating topics inib Corigl-ess was to be rembVed. 
All this was atterripted, dUd was supposed to 
have been acfiomplished. "The cbuntry rejoiced 
accbrdingljr, arid the authors of this happy obri- 
siinunatioh were regairdeli ' by an iriiniensc iria- 
jority of the American people ag public benefac- 
tor The itniversality of the adjustment waa 
recognisfed by President Filuiouk in his Annual 
Message, ("2d session of , thb Slst Congrcfk),)' in 
these words : " The series of measures to whicli 
I have fillndcd are regarded by me a settle- 
ment, ill fjubatance and principle — a tiiial settle- 
ment of t ue dangerous and exciting subjects 
which they einbrace." I venture to assertj alsoi 
that the honorable chairman (Mr. DqugLasJ him- 
self took exactly the satae view of the subject-- 
for he^observed, in a speech delivered in this 
chamber, on the 23d December,' 1850: "I wis^ 
to state that I have determiried never to mak« 
another speech on the slavery question. And 1 
will now add the hope that the necessity for it 
will nevci' exist. I am heartily tired of the con- 
troversy." And then he added,' " 1 vf ill there- 
fore say to the friends of thosb riieasures, let ua 
cease agitating; stop the debate, and drop tho 
subject. If we do this, the Compromise will be 
recognised as a final settlement. If we do not, 
we have gained bnt little by its adoption," And 
yet, according to the views now presented by 
the Senator, there was tio final settleCTient-— 
there remained liiidiBposed of the question of 
the abrogation of the Missouri restriction, which 
was calculated, more than any other cause, to in- 
flame the country, tod' set it by the ears. He 
knew that Territories must sooner or later 
formed out of the country — ^r'eomo part of it- 
north of the parallel of 86*» SO'. " 

Could he have imagined that on the formatL-on 
of such Territories the abrogation could be in- 
troduced without raising another Btorm. ^And 
then, what a singular method the Senator has 
of drcjjpin^ the subject, pnd of carrying out his 
deterraination "never to make another epcech 
on the dav^ry question^" I etroDgly suspect 
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that'tlie old relisK has rctunica, tind that tha 
dsBgust of -wWch he Rj»ok6 wfts evenesecnt and 
temporary, . '. 

In the next place, Mr. President, 1 take the 
ground that the Compromise Measures of 1850 
vicre formed .and carried through Coagrcsa on 
the basis of mntnal concessions, and .^ ith a vJo^V' 
iiot to give either ecetion' any considerable ad- 
vantage over the other. This I can : prbv'e by 
i-ecnrring to the speech of Mr. CtAV, already 
huoted, m which he says: "It appeair^d to me, 
llion, that if. any arrangement^ any fatisfactory 
adjustment could lb6 taade, of the toatrovetted 
ic[ue3ti6n3 between the two classes of States, that 
adjustment, that a^rangefnent could only be' suc- 
cessful and effectual, by exacting from both 
parties Bome, cbtic6ssion — not of principle— pot 
of priiiciplo at all,'bat of fe6ling, of opmioii, in 
irelation to , the matters of controversy between 
them. I believe that the resolutions which I 
Iiavo prepared fulfill that object. Ibelieve that 
you will find vpon that careful, rational, and at- 
tentive examination of thetn which I think they 
deserve, that by them Icither party tnakes any 
concessions of principle at all, though the con- 
cessions of forbearance are ample." I would ob- 
iscrve here, that the measures ultimately adopted 
"Vrere based on the resolutions of Mr. Clat; and, 
indeed, there is an exact coincidence betweeii 
them. It was sujiposed that the principle of 
inutuality of concession had been uilly carried 
out; and bn this idea the people acquiesced, and 
on this only. 

' The same view of the subject was takeix by 
Mr. Webster in his speech delivered in this 
chambtir, July 11, ,1850. I quote as follows: 
"Well, sir, the next inquiry is, what do Massa- 
chusetts and the Korth, the anti-slavery Stales, 
lose by this, adjustment f I put the questi,6u to 
every gentleman here, and tx) every man ia the 
coautry.. Th^V losA the application of what is 
.called the Wihnot' Proviso, to thhe Territories, 
ijnd that is Jill There is nothing else th^t I 
euppose the 'whole North, are not willing to 
do or willing to have done. They wish to get 
.California into the Union and to quiet^ Kew 
Mexico; they wish to terminate tlie dispute 
about tlie Texas boundary, cost what it may. 
Tliey make no eacrifice in all these. "Wliat they 
r-iucrifice is tliia: the application of the Wilmot 
proviso to the TerrilorieS of Mw Mexico and 
Utah, and that hall" Ilero is the same ide.i 
of mutuality: the South -v^rould concede the ad- 
mission of California into the Union,, and the 
Koith governments for Kew Mexico and Utah 
wilhout the Vfilnidt proviso. Tliey would sa- 
crifice the application of the Proviso to theise 
Territories. Mr. Webster did not dream that 
they were at the same time sacrificing the re- 
etriction of 1820, or in other words, that we 
were admitting slavery into the countries which 
\VG acquired from France, lying north of 3G deg. 
SO miiu I am truly happy to call to my ai4 
under this head of remark, the houorable chair- 
man liimsclf, referring again to his Chicago 
speech, which is, I admit, characterised with 
auillty. lit) utiuci took, on tiiut owtotiOa, to de- 
fend tlie mutuality and the equality of tlie con- 



cessions made on the one side and the others 
and the justice and proprietjy of the adjtislment. 
After expatiating on the various topics i^mbtaced 
in tiie Compromise, he 'inikcs the following 
broid declaration, "«^<SeT patit^ has pftihed ot 
lost my ikin^, sofdr ds the x^uedion. of elu'Set'y if 
concerned," ' Texa^ .hak. 'gained ten millions of 
dollars, and the United States ha* naYediti blood 
and treasure, the eipdhfeea of a civil War,'^' Th6 
honorable Senator, did not mtimate td Jhia coa« 
Btituentfl that ho had' been und<;raiining or 
tearing down the restriction of 1820. Tlie 
statement of such , fact would have created 
a profound eensatioh at Chicago, and indeed 
throughout the whole tiorthern' country. I 
will not do the ticUator the injusti&e eup- 
pose' that he ehtcrtiained any imch idea at 
the tiiiiei for that would be to hold him tip 
to the nation as the most disittgfenuous of men. 
If he chooses now tt> hold himielf uj> iu that 
light, it is an alfair <tf his own, not mmft. The 
repeal of the 8th ^ection would have completely 
unsettled the balance of concession which Mr, 
Clat 80 carefully , adjusted as between the two 
'sections. The South would haVe obtained ft 
great victory over the Worth, nay, an chsolute 
conqii^'stl It would be a mockery to call the 
measures of 1850 a c6mpro?mise on this hypo- 
.thesia. 

Besides all this, I can prove, from the lati- 
giiagC holdby the leading inetaibcrs of Congresa 
during the pendency of this controverey, that 
toothing could have been further from their 
thoughts than the repeal of the 8th trectiou of 
t3i6 Missouri act. I sliall begin With referring 
to the' speeches of Mr. Webster, In his Cele- 
brated iui of March speech, I find the following; 
passagfe: "And*'! now say, sir, as the proposi- 
tion oA which I stand this day— and upon thtt 
truth and firmness of which I intend to act Until 
it is ovcrthi'Ovrn— that there is not at this mo- 
ment within the United States, or any Territory 
of the United States, a single foot of land, the 
charact-er of which, in regard to its being free 
territorj'^ or slave territory, is not fixed by some 
law, and come irrcpealable law, beyond the 
power of the, action of the Government," • Tliis 
opinion, so strongly expressed, was based on the 
idea that the character of thfe territory aortli- 
wcst of the Ohio Jind cast of the MissisGip^ii, waii 
fixed as free territory by the ordnance ot 1787, 
that the territary west of the Ivlisaissipj^ji and 
north of 86 deg. 30 min„ was also fixed as tree by 
the restriction of 1820. Tliat t he territory com- 
pi-ised within the State of Texas was fixed as 
slave territory by the terms and conditions of her 
admission into the Union. Tliat the ten-it ory 
embraced by the limits of California was fired as 
free territory by the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion; and t!ie Territories of Utah and New 
Mexico ^¥ere fixed as free territory by xrro- 
sislaWe laws »>f nature. To tsome of these topicii 
he barely alluded, and on others he commented 
at length, and then concluded »s follows : " Kow, 
Mr. President, I have eKtablif..hod, as far as I pro- 



pose to do so, the proposit 



tion with w hich I i^et out. 
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that is, Uiat the whelo territory within the 



for^TJier TJaited States, or m the netvly acquired 
Mexican proTinces, has a 'Xxed and settled cliar- 
focter, norjr Sxed and Battled by la-w, Tvhich caa- 
Rot be repealed; in tbo case of Texas withont a 
Yiolatioa of public f&itb, and by no human power 
in regard to California and ITew Mexico. That, 
therefore, tinder one or the other of theae.Iawa, 
every foot of Und in the States or the Territ^o- 
ries, has , fllearlj received a fixed and decided 
charoxiter." 

And then, again, he remarks, in his speech of 
Che 3d of June, as follows: "On the 7th of 
Marob, sir, I declared my opinion to ha that 
there is not a square rod of territory belonging 
to the United States, the cbsracter o'f which for 
slavery or no slavery is not already fixed by 
some irrepealable law. I remain of that opin- 
ion." And then, after soma observations not 
material to bo quoted, ho adds: "I have heard 
no argument ealculated in the slightest degrea 
to alter that opinioja; the committee, I believe, 
■with one accord concurred in it." How could 
Mr. Webster use such broad language if he had 
supposed that Congresu were, by the Compro- 
m;*o Measures of that year, laying the founda- 
feion for the overthrow of the restriction of 1820. 
A quotation from a stibscquent part of this 
speech of the Sd of June, will prove conclusive- 
ly what his views were : "And let it be remem- 
bered," he says, "that I am now speaking of 
New Mexico and Utah, and other territories ac- 
quired from Mexico, arid nothing ehr. I oonfine 
myself to the^e; and aa to them, I say, that I 
860 no occas;on to make a provision against 
slavery now, or t6 reserve io ourselv^'^ the right 
of making such provision hereafter. All this 
rests on the most thorough conviction that, un- 
der the lawu of nature, there never can be 
Blavery in these Territoriira. This is the founda- 
tion of all." Mr. Webstkb obviously thought 
that the Missouri restriction was a "fixed fact;" 
and as the celebrated CorojBitteo of Thirteen 
unjinimously concurred with him in the opinion, 
the position which I assume is impregnable. It 
i)j idle to pretend that Congress intended by the 
menswiros of 1850 to set aside the Compromise of 

5 . , , , 

But I maintain that the tmiversality of the ad- 
justment of 1850 has been recognised and ad- 
mitted in the proceedings of Conj^ress until 
within a very short period. Tiie action of the 
two Houses on the Nebraska bill of the last ses- 
ision is a very striking illustration of ihh fact. 
It is Irne that the bill then said nothing on the 
stibject of slavery, either one way or the other. 
It did not repeal the 8th section of the Missouri 
act, and therefore left it to operate on the Ter- 
ritory in all iU vigor. The attention of tlie 
House wes particularly called to this fact by an 
hoEorftble member, (Sir. Giddingb,) whoso ap- 
pearance on the floor was pre-eminently adapted 
to arouse the Bur^pieions and awaken the vigi- 
lance of Southern members. After quoting the 
8th section of the net of 1820, he remarked that 
" this law stands perpetually, and I did not think 
Uiftt this act would receive any increased valid- 
y „ re-eriaclmeDt. 'rh(>ro I leave the mat- 
It is very clear that the territory included 
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in that treatv.must bo forever free, unless that 
law be repesiied." And yet in face of this broad 
av owal, no less than twenty members from slave- 
holding Stato?^ as before- stated, iaclnding Mr. 
Johnson, the present Governor of Tennessee, 
voted for the bill. How idle is it to pretend 
now that we had either repealed, or had laid 
the fonndation for repealing, the restriction of 
1820, by the Compromises of 1850. 

The bill was sent to tho Senate, and fell into 
the hands of tho honorable chairman ; and ho 
reported it back to the body with the recom- 
mendation that it should pass withont amend- 
ment. He was strenuous in his efforts to br'sg 
it to tho consideration of the Senate, and to se- 
cure its passage- He then addressed the Senato 
at length, ana said that it was an act very "dear 
to his heart" It was dear when he was going 
for freedom, and it is probably more dear now 
when ho is striking for slavery. Not a word 
did the Senator say about tho wonderful work- 
ings of the measures of 1850 in subversion of tho 
8th section. Ho tells xis that the bill underwent 
a thorough investigation^ both in the House and 
by his committee ; and ho seems then to havs 
made no discovery of the occult elomeuta now 
found to have been Inrking under the verbiage 
of 1850, to which he would give such an extra- 
ordinary effect. Even the distinguishecl and 
honorat>lf5 Senator from Missouri, (Mr. Atcrison,) 
was in the same oblivious frame of mind: for, in 
addressing tho Senate on that occasion, ho re- 
marked, " I found that there was no prospect of 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, exQlud- 
ing slavery from that Territory/' It is etrtnin, 
then, that nobody dreamed — down to eo lato a 

Seriod as tho last session — that we had, in 1850, 
ono anything to break down, or even weaken, 
the Compromise of 1820. 

I do not envy the position in which these facta 
place the honorable chairman. Did he suppose, 
m 1850, that we were subverting tho 8th section, 
or laying tho foundation for its subversionf If 
so, why did ho not undeceive Mr. Webster! 
Why did he suffer him to act with fearful re- 
sponsibilities, under the delusion that tho terri- 
tory north of 80 deg. 80 min., and this side of 
the Rocliy mountams, was fixed, irrevocably 
fixed for freedom f Why did he suffer the hon- 
orable Senator from Miesouri to fall, at the last 
session, into the same error! Or, rather, why 
did he not rise and correct it on the epotf Wliy 
not communicate with hia friends in the ITouso 
of Representatives, and why not Isy the tnio 
state of tho case before the Senate and tlie coun- 
try? llio Senator, by tho position ho now as- 
sumes, arraigns himself; ho impeaches his own 
conduct; he furnishes conclupivo evidence on 
tho issue adverse to himself; and the verdict of 
impartial and upright men will be quite likely 
to shock his self-esteem, and to give him a plaeo 
and a name on the pages of American hietory 
quite the reverse of enviable. 

But^ Mr. President, I deny that there is to ba 
found any such principle or policy in the legis- 
lation of 1850, as is scaccsted in this amcnd- 
raenfc. Ideny that, by the 'territorial acta for New 
Mexico and Utah, you conferred ou the people 



thoro' tlie' po'if er io r^gttlate, at jilejisilya^fheir do- 
mestic ingtitatlcrtia or left tliera ■freo to act on 
tnia or aay olber BubjccC ' jtTo mclx liberty of 
action has eV^tiUfeen conferred by this ' Govern- 
ment on t'fio. people of the Territories.: '<3rigin- 
«liy, the ■ifrhoie po^yeiJ'. of ' legislation T^as con- 
fided to t^b gbverpor laiiid judges of tho Tespec- 
tiye Territories; bat latterly/ the ;^ I ad- 
mit, have b'eeii' alloyed to' participate to some 
«actentthemn.' ■ " , 

, But let U9 recv\r to the Fe-w- M^ico and Utih 
acta. and ;880 .how llio matter stands.' I eay tliero 
18 yritteii down in each of tho^e acta a ^clara- 
tion of jvttrit of con}ic^enc2 m.th&'peoplo of those 
countries. "We havpiin vested. theTrcaident with 
the power of appointing, by and wiiH tu9 advice 
and consent of tlis Senate, all the executive and 
judicial officers of each Territory. We have as- 
sumed that the people are not competent to elect 
auch officers. How, then, can it bo fiupposed 
that Congress intended to confide to them, exclu- 
sively, the power of deciding the momentous 
question of slaveiy or if eedom, ' 

It is true thcv are authorized to choose a eoun- 1 
al to ctosifet 01 thirteen nietflbere> and a- house 
of representatives to Consist of twenty-six, but 
" the Ifigjglative power and authority ?' ia not 
vested in them solely, but the goyernof is asso- 
ciated with th6m in jthe exencise thereof.- Tho 
language. of both acta is, "that the legislativd 
power and authority of. such Territory shall bo 
vested in the governor and legislative e8s6m» 
Wy ;" an again, " that the governor ehall ap- 
nrove all laws pa«sed by tho legislative assem- 
Uly before they take efTect." Hence, it appears, 
that the people can do nothing wifthoat the as- 
sent and concurrence of the governor. Give mo 
tho appointment of tha governor, and I can ex-^ 
elude slavery forever if not introduced, or per- 
xstuato it if tolerated. ; No matter bow aniiotls- 
y the people may desire its introdnction or its 
eiclusion^ — no matter though they may be unani- 
mous in calling for slavery or fraedom, th<j gov- 
ernor, whf^ holds his ofBce at the will of the 
Executive here, can' pronounce a peremptA^ry 
nc'^iative, and overrule their wisbes. : 

But this is not all, sir, another part of tho acts 
provides that, " All the laws passed by the le- 
gislative assernbly and ^ofernor, ehall be sub-^ 
raitted to tho Congress o\ tho United State?!, and 
if disapproved, shall bo nnll and of no effect." 
Singular liberty, this! And equally singular 
method of oonferring on them the power "to 
forin and regulate their domestic institutions in 
Uicir own way." Congress eajs, in elTeet, we 
wilt not entrust to you tho power to enact eve'ri a 
wolf or dog isw — we will appoint a master over 
you — one who is not responsible to you, but to 
ua; he shall revise all your doings, and may 
write tlietn down a nullity if he sees lit. And 
in order to raalio all tsafo wo reserve to ouraelyc-p 
tiie power of ulilmiif^ i<5¥tftiori. Though you 
obtain even the eoncutretico of tlie governor, 
it shall not avail you ; iniihort, wo do not intend 
vou slisll have any legislation for Utah and New 
Mexico except just such as we approve. The 
deJiiimds for these precautions were tnliiiiteiy 



{ mote urgent iii resjpcijt \<i' tbe newly acquired' 
I Moticaii provinocR, th^ii iii prdiriary cases. ^How* 
wB3 it with Nc-jw Mexico?'- Wo cad there; ail' 
uncoii^eniiil aad a bostilo popniatioa, speaking- 
a,foroign language, just subdvifed by our ttniM»'^ 
ignorknt of our form of governrneht and unfa- 
miliar with tho |)rincinlc-3 of our frci; institafciona' 
fiow indispecmable, .then, was it that we Ebould 
have |he . power to hold such a wopolatioia' iu 
che<jk, ana to overrule any and all their, detci^ 
minatious, and yet in face of the plais. pnm- 
sions of these ttcta of Congress, and of the patpa-. 
bib facts of tbei case, this aajendment, iii eifccti 
asserts that we left thoni " perfectly free to fona' 
and regulate their dOinestic institutionit in tbeir 
own way." ' " / ' V 

' But,' Mr. President, if will bring thb itiattei' at 
once to an issue, whj<*li I challenge the Bohdra-'' 
bio cbairman.of the t'Omniittec, (Mr. Dotroijisi,)' 
to meet, You say that by the Utah bill you 
intended to leave the people there perfectly free 
to regulate their domestic institutions as they 
might see fit. What are those domestic institu- 
tions or relations f lliej arc husband'and wifb^ 
parent and child, guardian and ward, and tdasK^ 
ter and eerviint. Ifow, I desire to ask the Chair- 
man, did ybii intend to confer on the people of 
Utah the power to introduce poly ff amy, for 
that appertains to ptae of the dorhestic relationsi' 
I Want the honorable chairman fco stand up hew 
ahd telt us whether, if the legislative assembly 
wera to teend p,u act here sanctioning polygamy, 
ho would let it stand a single hour? On th«' 
contrary, would ho hot seize a pair of tonga and 
thrast it out of yonder window ? 

But, Mr, 'President^ let us traoa this matter a 
little further ; let tis consider what would be th* 
modut operandi of the singular principle, «nnTia- 
ciated m the amendment,' in reference to the 
polygamous relations of Utah. If they may in- 
troduce polygamy in their Territorial eondttidn,' 
if this is one of the relations which, they are per- 
feiitly free to establish, and if Congress canHot 
gain say it, then I sa^ Utah can knobk for ad- 
mission into the Union, and mnsf be; retsivcd, 
thoagh she be covcre'd all ovsr 'With this morssi 
leprosy. Vife must admit Brigharn Tt'oucg with 
hia forty wives 1 Kay, more! Brigliam might, 
and probably would, bo el<icted' one of the Sesa- 
tors from tlio new Btate: iias the honorable 
chairman considered wli(»ther,he is to bring bis 
forty wives to the Scat of Governraent; and if 
so, rwonld a&k in what part of tho city is he to 
establish his liarem ? The cornnutt<::e on "Publie 
Buildings and I'ublic Grounds" should take his 
case into tender con.sideraUon, as it seems to mc;. 
Any patriot, having forty w ives on hia haridsi 
oughts, in the matter of his harem, to have a lit- 
tle relief from the public coffers. And, Wtiiuea, 
our present eysteiri of "mileage and per' diem"' 
\Vould hardly do for such a case. I would Etig- 
gest to my friend' the chairman, (Mr. DouoiAfs,) 
he should allow at least two doUaiB per day frtK 
ditional for each wife. Discrimination would ba 
indispen.?able. I have long thought that there 
should be some distinfstion made between tbos.*' 
Senators who do their duty to society and ih% 
fairer portion ot God's creation, and ILoikj ui> 



%<is .Meud j^ne^ni^i 'w-opid oty. aloud, foi: r^'S^ 

be. has feeeii, ,<3}^<j|^e4, oj?i t;0,t?o iml«^ l^'4'w<>ul,e 

. Bat, -Mr. Preeia«?i};,,we. w^^,epgp^^ Ut|»^,ai 
i^|tif«d, B.rigbftfp. o)pc4,ed ,Senat'.)jr, actiqia) 
P^^ttt thia aif^; with, pji j^iej retiTjua, tend Htm 

ti)i8 . }|fojie«?if4: reJjinuig for Q^p}^\ Beipg, 
a^pif!i^l\a1i fatigi^e^, hej^l^t once mafeca,^ rfftop, 

in, 'mb : corner of,. ■v^bifJi , is ' ajbtjlsig ^ njiy -woSqtJfy 
^«nd( tb«i pljMTOan. "V^fiiaji^pj^ld ,bp<joio« of 
^9 ^ppl^^f, ■, W^ovijA he/qqti bfl.etii^edf. But 
irappoBe he escapes, and tbo. ommbus dra^a up 
ij\,%Bt of the CBpitpl; the honoMjDlij^epfitpr, 

(^uld do no Ic^ tha^ iiRJid, thoi,"dop;ieaitic ia- 
i^itufaops,*' out, and (^cnduct tbein.ip^o tboCapir 
{oL ^b<N then, shftlt ris« fti^ nioTe that tms 
o|i«^ber bo ii^^:aih. t6 \\the,ladU It caimofr 
bp VfJ, fcortorftbie frieind froiq .I^V^^aSj (J^r- Hous- 
ton,) "wbo ordini^rily, perfonns • tbat ^r^ic^ul 
^jlfice, fpc he is uttarly opposed t<? tbi^ bill; but 
0^ tb>a inBtance of sonie Sepflitor vho jr in favor 
of, the "priqcipLe" nYoyed in tb?? J^jnepdm^ul, 
tfje d^rtt aro tbrown opi^p, apd iai, rjaeb'p^ J^ng' 
Ijam aad his forty wiToa. -tvho.ftiTaiig? tben^sfilyes 
^tmd the cfepjborr Tb« Poil Brigbatarpi^ 
l^<!jing Rworei ;ip, imnjediafcsly tfjke^ the fJoQr;pn 
"l\tQ, ncgrp qKQstioa." And 0| hoTf ti^e.ey.e^.cf 
•^^ije d&rlings" would fjasl^ and.tWir cru^ten- 
fRC^9 beam with joy, as their irlg^e Wd towcrgd 
away on tho erapcrlative adicantag«B,of: neerpi 
^pvit«df^ OTjSp good o^d fasliipned SsvioQ liberty, 
tHjd "the inal^oniBblo rigbtp.of iflaiil" lly |tue 
t|w,,Mi;. I*resident, aU thi? is oveV, Rbould 
biggio to «iidcret^i?d the modm opetafuif.. of this 
in<^nstroas system— of thia nnbeard of prbposi-^ 
tjo^i-rnto icavo.the peoplo of the Territories to 
i^jiilftto thejr "dome-stic institytioto.'* itir^ as. 
^9^, please. Polygamy t aad Slavery 1 ftt asso- 
cia^B^ucited in.thqi bonds o^ xiidijoly wedlock, 
sr^d.nrodncirg r, miscreated pregcny, called intk 
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first insiarice "prljvcipleJt," but ■wluch has finajlj 
^wyr, lUd , dovvn to "the principle of non-inter- 
Tcstion TTilh the dptneetio instituti.Qn^" of, th« 
T<5mtori«Sj the,pcc>pla whcrec»f, i*re to be left 
"j>erfcctly free to (oi'n asid regulate, therti, ia 
^iiulr frnT? wny," 

• Xitit the hoHora^Je Senator stftj^d up here and 
Rjsy.thatbe is for a aystf^m which, will co.nyert 
tij a- interior of this continent into ajSod^m, and 
•^Idch wiljl conflngratrfl it with brimstone, tjaie^sj 
s r'j-' tco la God, who rules the destinies of men,, 
pbpil OTder it otherwise. 

But, sir, I contend, thai tho bill itsslf will be 
tktjthing but jargop—notlnng byt a, bundle of 
<Kiatfadi(,ct}on8 and incon*ist&nce» if this amend- 
KK-si prevaib. nseie will b«? all sort?,, of dis-. 
♦^rd^Jit voice» ftttd uote$ t.besjtin. , Qvs clause 
c?^ie8,ci»,t ihf peopJ.e, reprs^onted b}', t,b^veounei,l 
<ind; honse. of treprescntntivcs, may be atejrrwled 
by the goverftor. and another that the council, 
honm of reprfljientRtives, goveraor and all, may 
hfi- overruled by Congre?^, a!.«d then., comes tho 
ftru^indEic'ni wbicli ri«2?^rU», »lu.iwsit, tiut,»u(3«:.«t'v. 



jmpvithjfifc best, ,,Hbw can^ Lacbnelftt^^^^^ gpi fais 

;ejtpoEe)bras^p;frpfj,V . . , . ,•. ■ ,' ; 
i Apd, w^b^t i3^ipoi:e< tijpjt onp-Jl^^U, cff.il^e,;^''^'^ 
' upturDing .appie^t^ fon^oudatjjqp^. Ijs^v^t ^ceRj 
idjone, yo;u, iQtff^ in)ij^«(3i't^^ rj>^ 
i^fcjlpl^^^l^ jiff. ftUy^yy; iR^roq^e?;^. op' 'inunenwi 
imajorijy, anaWnHiny Southism v^cjte^ iptb tKb, 
!Qr«jgpn bill, and-yoa mi^t demolish th<^ prdii- 
ianc'A^l*r^7j''ln' itS.aj>p^^^ eb mueb 'of 

i Mihi\b*^ta 'atf ii 'iHind^i^ia east' of tho Itlise^^siplMi 
I Tb sbo^' t'ho y bote ktnictur^ of legislfition Whicii| 
;hjtw 'IvcOT .em^iid 
' h as f/n|»agpd 9p\n^eli of tb^^ 
£^nd hmif tniiti of tbo liatiphj is tobe swept; to the 

f round,' &v4 all thcit is, malignant in ianaticieot 
bth IfpHb and Soptb, and all ' that, "vvild. un- 
reasonable, and pestiferbiis in sectional, strife 1<» 
to bo lei loose Upon our notional counsels, arid; 
upon tho country. „ 

It. rcsbltsi y^.r. PrcBident, from thqso^conRideroi- 
Uions, that i.ri baliis of the aSjustnaent of 185() 
was not to leave ' the pebplo of thb Tor^itotio* 
free fo regtflato ' their domcstib institutfonB i» 
thsy pleapcdt but it Vea the "ttam ^ antp beh 
luiiu" : "Wija vT'd't'Q to leave the eountty esattly' in 
tho condition we found it~rsbme pait of 'i( tole- 
rating ilavery, and Bomo part of it Excluding it. 
The object was to effeofc soma arrangement that 
would restore barmbny to our nationW councils 
and peaod to the oounttj, and therefore it was 
concluded that wa sbbuld not insert the Wilmpt 
Proviso in th« Torril^orisl bills of that year, but 
pa38 them eiUtnt on the ebbjeot of alavery, with' 
the distinct linderstaadsn* that we w«re to dropi 
the ftubject entirely. That this was the great 
prcdomjfeatsng idea ot' the adjuBtmfent, 1, can 
pvoye from tJie record. It is well knowln that 
all the ocutttricB acqnired from Biexieo were 
Bubjeet to an anti-slavery restrictioiJ, nstbelawe 
of that republie remained in force notwithstand- 
ing the iconqioeBt, «ntil' set aside by 'eompetenfc 
ftmtbority. The sspremc goviirnment of, thiat 
oouttry had loii^ before tbo war abrogated tlie 
Bo-callcd instjtKtlon of elavery, and converted 
all the tf>rritorios within itu jurisdielion tJito 
"free-BoiV Tim important f&et is dlstinetly re- 
ferred to ard recognised by M'A Ciuay in liis 
speech of J"ebrat}ry 5tb, "Ijy. jaw" (he^ Fays) 
"slavery doeS: not, exist, within the twjrrstorieR 
ceded to us by the feepubUc of MexHw," , *^ *; * 
"I ^an only refer to tbo fnct of tbe pfssage of a 
law by the suprefiie goYcrnpieut of Mexico abol - 
isbing'it^ I think, in tiie year 1824." * « « 
Vilse laws of Mexico, as ttiey existed at the tco- 
Knoiijient of tbo cession of tua territories to thiij 
country, remained tt<eir laws etill, uydesfl th<jy, 
were alt<--red bv the xiew Eovcreign power wbicJi. 
tbb people an j their ten;itoriea came uader ift 
';onr-*,quenca of the treaty of cession to tVe Unt-; 
led Btalf.g," Certain. Soutliern .h'<enator«, wer^j 
.not Batiffied ^fitb the mere ercliision of "Iba, 
Wilmot Provifjo" from the T*rritorBal bills — they 
deipanded aR ebrogation of ibis Mexican law, 
bsit the Senftto refiie^-d to concede Bu^b abi'oga- 



. 'Op.the.23d of ■Jw1j:,,.Mr<,DAVM, pS MiBaJesippi, 
(,t)ie , prcsctit Secretary of i iWac,) sub^nitted ; ^lii 
Bmendment to that effect, bat it.TyaSi rejected, 
yea9 22, nay 83. . Myi honorable firieiid from lUi- 
n,oi$ (I$r. i)oc(?i-A8) seems not. to hRve be^n present; , 
and did; aot vote. . Tbis proy eB coueiuoi vdy thai 
tii,Q basis of tbe pxl}U9tmeiit, or if yow wiU bfivs it- 
(K>j " «Afi principti^' -was tke ttalu pif-o/' There 
wt^s an existing obstacle "to the . int^oduct'.ott of; 
Blivjcry intp tbe T«rritoi iesv and CongrpsB woa ask-. 
<)4to remote it putqf tbfl Trfly-r-bilt tjie response 
•V5;n3 no I no j , w,<ilca.Ve matters to atend a-i -we fipd 
t^ieia-r->^« wish drop thO;pubject. IfCJon- 
^r.eas refused to remove an in^p^diment -which jjx- 
istfid to th? int.rodnction of elav^iiy ipto the Terri- 
tories wjth •which Ihey ■were at the moment deal*- 
ipgy ho.\? can it bie said, they, intended , to 
sjiril^e do^fn a siinilariinapedimetit appertaining 

other and different Tcrrifiories which wpre not 
bpfprens at all, nor in the thoughts of any oni?. 

Jlr. President, coneidefRtions ench as the?o do 
Tiot satisfy honorable Scnq-tor? that the basis of 
th^ a.djuetifnent of 1850 "^rao in truUi and in pfirt, 
Rtich as I now contend, t<^T, it is idle to pursue 
t^iB ai^ument further 

' I h&Te thus. Mr, FreBiident,,<iftlIed to ithe Botice 
of ,,thp Senate the; essei^tiftl el<)nients, of thf>, case, 
'w5:,i<*i5k I deBiro to present,, ani^ it only remains 
ibr oie to advert briefly to certain topics which 
])'! .' )rd1.)lc tacmbera, who faYor; this monsuroj at- 
tJrti;mtG considerable itnpor^anco; but which, in 
SQv judgment, are entitled to no consideration 
wnatfifvcr. Ilavin^ performed this task, I ehall 
hasten; t<> a conclusion as soon as way be, 

in the first place, 1 wjsh to notice what was 
(;aid by the hoRorable chairman (Mr. DouotAs) 
on hisatl/erapt, in 1848, to carry the parallel of 
56® 30'' through to the Pacific ocean, in which, 
it eeems, he failed. Herein h^ seeras to suppt>8e 
ho can find an ample justification for the at^mpt 
^hich he is now making to break up the Com- 
pronjiB© of Now^ Mr; Presi<3eKt, what ar^ 

t^ie fwtB? Tliere was pending before Congress 
a bill to organize the Territory of Oregon, the 
■whcilo of, which was eitu^t^d north of 86 deg. 30 
min., the eouihern line being in the parallel of 
42 deg. north latitude; or, in other words, 5 deg. 
io min. north of tlxi .' ■.fjf uri line., , 

'Xbe biU, if I; uiistfiks} not, ortginRted in the 
IIouBc, ends 'vvhen under consideration in the 
Bcnate, it h true the honorable Senator subavit- 
tevl ft propositio?! for nn extension of that parallel 
ihTOUgh tq the Pftcific ocean os a divsEion be- 
tween. fr?e ;territory and slave territory, which 
lune^dment \vas adopted by the Senate. In tlie 
House, however, it whs regarde(\ as incongruous 
tr? the main object of the bill, and wr,8 reject<!d 
acfiovdingly. 1 cannot see how the Senator crvi, 
ft;om this occuTrence, d^^^iv^ any apology — much 
a jugtifieation of his course, if a di visiau on 
iha lino of SO deg. 30 miij. "was a proper bnsis of 
adjustment in l^idi, it was equally so in 1860; 
and why did not the Senator support that bifsis 
iJicn, as he had an ample oppQitunity to dot It 
ajppeara from the record, that Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
mssjppi, eubmitted in this body, July 19, a prop- 
osition to divide on tlte paraUpl of 35 deg., which 
ma rejected by a vote of yeai 23, nays S2— the 



hoaoj'ivble Senator yptcd^an/t^io ne5(\tive; tha^ 
on, the saine 4ay>' Mr. Kiffo, (^te Vice lfresid<jn<< 
of the' Uaited States,) jjubmittod. Another propo-, 
sition divide oi\ tho pjirallel ofSS dcg., ■w^hich. 
was reject^4;!'*y;'* T9tp o-. JP'B "^' nfty«s;??~tha 
honorable! Sei\tqr Tooted \n, the ftc^atiyo. It also 
lappecirs, that 0^. the, 6th of August, Mr. Ttoott, 
subtnitted a prppo?ition to divide on th^ parallal 
df,86 jicg. 3Q mi^'., whi<jji w;ast:^l?q rejepted by a 
vpteqi yena ^4, nr,} " 32, arid the honorablo Sen-; 
ator Again voted iii tho negative.-, 'lijeiSt-natcr, 
in his ppeiiir:|]; rp^^; - ji, isayaithat the defeat'of 
1,848 "ctcat«d * necessity of maidng » p^tf: 
•comprwhiae, pf 1850.ff > How sot , not th^ 
■whole is«)ye9t ;tindfl?". pup contirol^ . Was it noV 
Just as ca^j"; tp es^;a|hllfth, thj^trl^ii.c in 1850 as it; 
vras in .'ti}.,.lii8. ^peoclf: at Chicago, the 

Scoatpr assigns., reason? J en{^ugh\why tliat, lino 
should not haYB.b^ena^opt^dj he inpist^d strenr, 
uously on that occasion,, tib^t the only effect of. 
the division of CalitWni^ on the parallel of S6, 
deg,,3C) min, woui^l b<! to create two free States 
in place of ohci on the Pacific; and. ^ 
ci»ted the pain gr^un^ pf my: opposition to that 
parallel. , I haye ever thought it very bad policyi 
for. thsi Atlantio States* and pai'tijjularly tha g!<y- 
riouB old >TljArtcen». to bring oiOithis Goycrnment, 
an avalanche of States to bo cirved out of our 
Mexican acijuisitsons. 'Ihe report of the Senator, 
to such, an ,qtrgument as this is sufficient proof; 
that he himself is oonscloua that he hna very: 
slender ground to etand on to vifidicate thC, 
policy of thi«, in^easuro. : ; 

But by far the most extraordinary part of tho 
honorable Seiiatpr's speech consists in hiij at- 
tempt to, ptjMjes Itimself in an anti-slavery, posi- 
tion, lie went }nio a lang induction of facts, in, 
ordep to. p^pye, thaV the restriction of. Mayery, 
has eyer bctjn, and ever will b& unfavorable to 
fr^doiu. lie. reraf^rked jthat ,th« Twri^iry of 
Iowa w;»8 ip,rgftnize(i vifithout any prohibitory 
clause, aj)d,yet (says be) it became, and now re- 
mains, a free State, , Butt tbe honorable Senator 
seeing to have forgo ttfn that the 8th section of 
the Missouri act remaii^ed in full vigor, and waft 
binding on tliq peonlft of Iowa during their Ter- 
ritorial CEistence.; lt:wa? not necesssrj' that-tli^ 
8th t-ectlon should, hay© be<jn re-enacted or r«- 
aflirmed in tlie act creating that Terjfitory. 
Rej>etition wo.ul(i not have jgivea it one parii- 
cle of additional force, so that the peoplq of 



Iowa eojoyod; the beneflts and blessings of OZ' 
elusion while a Territory, and, in cp!iBe<iucnc<\, 
they enjoy tlie fruits of that policy to this day, 

I very ipuch, regret that the honorfti;»1e Sena- 
tor should have made 6>ich strenuous efforts to 
discredit the ordinawo of lt87, which, accord- 
ing to his account of ths, piiitt^r, tended, power- 
fully to the introduction of slayery. He repro- 
eents the people of, the Northwest ss engaged in 
incessant insurrectioas against its autbarity; 
th^t tfiey regarded it aa an act of grinding oj>- 
pref.sionj RTii^l would have slaves, f.rsd did have 
tliem, in tpito, of it, \Viiftt foundation is,thero 
for such a pretence a? this? There w^r^ a fevr 
French eettlers yrhf hpld slaves ds fado; will 
the lionorable Senator take the rcspoueibi'ity as 
a lawyer of eajing tliat, thew pGreoca Tyfcio 
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slaves Jiire? Would not the habeas corpus 
have delivered every one of them from sorvi- 
i\\i.Q. ? He doet not say whether there were any 
neu contravening the ordinance; and if so, 1 
ehould Kke his opinion on their validitj. Sir, 
tiie ordinance of 1787 constitutes the main pillar 
of that vast and glorious fabric of society which 
is exhibited porthwest of the Ohio, and which 
in point of wealth, vigor, intelligence, and uni- 
versal progress, is without a parellel in this or 
any other country. Under its benign and o^'er 
present influence, there has been built up no less 
than iivo large and prosperous States, which 
will be an ever-present illustration of the ad- 
viiutage which free comnmnitieshavo over those 
tliat tolerate African bondage. I can hardly 
tliink, therefore, that the honorable Senator has 
maintained his anti-slavery position; and the 
avidity with which Senators from slaveholding 
Statos come forward to siistain his proposed im- 
molation of the Missouri restriction, is pretty 
'Conclusive proof that they think there is very 
little in this branch of his argument. 

And here, Mr. President, I must take some 
notice of the very novel ground taken by the 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Dixon,) that al- 
tliough as a representative of one of the slove 
States, he might not have submitted this proposi- 
tion, yet inasmuch as it is brought before tht^ 
Senate, and offered by the North, he may proper- 
ly accede to the offer and vote for the abrogation. 
1 want my friend to consider, that if lie places 
his vote on this ground, bo may find himself in- 
volved in very considerable diffi(r<ilty. 

I think, with great deference cod respect, that 
the Senator ought to have some other evidence 
of the desire of the iVortli than the more opinion 
of any one Senator, however respectable he may 
be. I would ask the Senator if he is quite sure 
tliat a majority of the Committee on Territories 
is in favor of this measure? Two of the mem- 
bers have already declared their opposition; and 
I strongly suspect it will appear, before we get 
through, that there is a third member equally 
oiitposed, and then the bill will be a mere strag- 
gler in this Chamber, and ought to bo dismissed 
for that reason. And T will ask another ques- 
tion: Suppose it turns out that a large majority 
from the North, even of the Senate, is opposed 
to this pro])osition, and a much larger majority 
of the House, where will the Senator be then? 
Suppose Northern membors shail be induced to 
betray their constituents in sufficient numbers 
to pass the bill through the House, .and suppose 
the moment the people get hoid of them they 
are hurled with ignominj' into private life, I as); 
again where will the Senator be? After all, is 
tliis a statesmanlike argument, aiul worthy of 
tJie successor of Hk.nkt Ci.at? Is a measure like 
this, subverting one of the most solemn acts of 
tliis Government, which has lain at the founda- 
tion of the peace of tl;e country for over one- 
third of ft century, to be pi.t tfirough on the 
ipse dixit of a si.'igle S(tiiiit<ir from the North? 
I am pretty well coiivinced that my friend will 
find out that the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Territories is not exactly the pro- 
per" exponent of Northern sentiment and North- 



ern feeling. He will lind out that the lionorable 
chairman does not cariy the whole North in his 
breeches pocket. 

I maintain, Mr. President, that the people of 
the South, and their RepresenUitives in eithev 
wing of the Capitol, should be the lust to seek 
or favor the abrogatioi? of the Missouri Compro- 
mise. Tliey should not seek it for the sake of 
their own honor, which they cannot but de- 
sire to remain unimpeached and intact. Tlia 
measure was carried through the two Housee 
mainly by Southern votes, and wholly by South- 
ern influence. Mr. Clay, in his speech already 
more than once referred to, says: "My friend 
from Alabama in the Senate, (Mr. King,) Mr. 
Pinkney, from Maryland, and a majority of tho' 
Southern Senators'.!! this body, voted in favor 
of the line 36 deg 30 min. ; and a majority of 
t!io Southern menbers in the other House, at 
the head of whom was Mr. Lowndes himself 
voted ulso for that line. I have no doubt that 
I did also, but as I was Speaker of tlie House, 
and as the journal does not show which way the 
Speaker vo'tes, except in the cases of a tie, I am 
not able to tell with certainty how I actually did 
vote, but I have no earthly doubt that I voted 
in common with my other Southern friends for 
the adoption of the line 'M deg. 30 min." Here, 
then, was a measure adopted under the auspices 
of such men as Kino, Pinknev, Lowndes, and 
Ci-AY, for the adjustment of a great and fearful 
controversy between sections. You have en- 
joyed the full benefit of it. You secured the ad- 
"inission of Missouri at the time, and Arkansas 
since. The admission of Texas was arranged ou 
the same basis; and now, when tiie time has 
come for a realization of ttie just expectations of 
the North, you propose to break tlie bargain. 
How can this be done without an impeachment 
of your honor? and how can tlie N(n-th, on this 
hypothesis, repose the Bl'ghtest confidence in 
vou hereafter! Will not compromises and ad- 
justments in future be impossible? and will not 
sectional strife infest our ])ublic councils and 
pervade the whole country? I verliy believe 
that this measure is contrary to the true inter- 
ests of the South. What you want is peac^. 
Often and often have you said let us_ alone — 
leave our institutions undisturbed. Your true 
position is a defensive one ; but this is a measure 
of aggression on the North. You have com- 
menced a war on Northern feeVug", Northern 
sentiments, an<l what will be regarded as North- 
ern rights and interests; and you may depend 
upon it tliat w;ir will be returned with relent- 
less fury. 

I also insist that this measui-c is contrary 
the true interests of this Vdministration, With 
a President elected by an overwhelming majori- 
ty, and with majoi ities in the two houses nearly 
as decisive, . ue last tiling you should have dooo 
was to throw this bomb-shell into Congress. 
Why not devote yourselves to the dispatch of 
the public business? Why not turn your atten- 
tion to the Pacific Railroad, to a reduction or 
modification of the tariff, to l-.r.rbor and river 
improvement, to an ai^iclioration of your army 
and navy laws, and to the vast multitude of sub- 



21 



jeyta, soaic of a public ami Bouie of a private 
oonccfu, vhich new solicit our attention? Aud 
what progress, Mr. President, have we made 



' choose 



I repeat, this measure, if 
to bo f'itai to the "Whif^ 



o be bouudl 
curried, ia tind ouijlit 

party, and I thijik it will be equally fatal to the 



with tlie public business, and Vv-Uat are we likely j Ccraoertitic party. Behold the elenients of ai»- 
to make? What an extraordiuarv bj.'ectacle has i cord and renulsioa now in full activity in your 
been exhibited ia the House of Eepreseutativesl I uiidat! And when all outside pres&urQ is with- 
Wecksspentinporfecting a deficiency bill, which orawn, by the destruction of the Whig party, 
is then crushed down and buried 80 deep aa to bo what. will, become of jyou?. Will you not be 

scattered' to the four winds of Heaven, and will 
not all existing orgaaizations be broken vx>1 

Sir, I have become heartily tired of public 
life, and I hope soon to find repose in aecluaion 
in the boaom of my family. I nm greatly offended 
at the turmoil which we have incessantly had 
on this miserable subject. Why, Mr. President, 
I have hardly been able, for years, to ent^r 
either chamber v/ithout being i-tvolved in" all 
the effluvia (perhaps the honorable chairman 
wonla say aronia) of some negro qiiestion. Even 
now it fills the chamber — "it smells to Heaven," 
Why will you suffer demagogues to bo incessantly 
dabbling m'thia subject — stirring up this offen- 
sive ce83-pool,Jexisting in the midst of the body 
politic. I say to you plainly, Senators from the 
South, unless you frown on' 'such attemptts, we 
shall be in hot water all the while. Tliere will 
be in both quarters of the Union designing men, 
trying to make-eiiher party or personal capitjil 
out of this subject. It has got to be high time 
that "we had a body of independent men in the 
country. If I had one hundred thousand good 
and true men scattered ali over this vast Repub- 
lic, to stand by me, I would engage to put down 
the whole tribe of demagogues. A handful of 
men, compact and united, can often turn the 
scale between contending faction!', and Subdue 
them to reason. I hate a Northern anti-slavery 
demagogue, and I hate a Southern pro-slavery 
demagogue. I think meanly of them all ; but 
of all the mean reptiles Avhieh God, for some 
inscrutable purpose, suffers to crawl and to 
beslime the earth, I think a Northern pro-slavery 
demagogue is the meanest. 

But, Mr. President, if all compromises and 
platforms are to be blown up by the passage oi 
tins bill, and if in consequence 1 am drawn into 
a position not unlike that of the soldier at the 
j battle of New Orleans, who, when inquired of 



beyond the possibility of resurrection. Be it 
remeoibered, that whatever of beneficial legisla- 
tion the country i& to have daring ahy presiden- 
tial term, must be accoMplished at the first ses- 
sion of the first Congress of that tortn ; the second 
Bession is (oo' brief for action on anything else 
than the ajipropriation bills; and the second 
Congress is uniformly occupied, though very 
jmproperl}% with the presidential election, and 
by preparation for the inauguration of a new 
Chief Magistrate and the surangement of his 
Cabinet In order to nndii' it certain that we 
are to do nothing for the country, you have in- 
volved us in this negro controvers}'. Tho Senate 
ia to be occupied with it many weeks, and, I 
venture to assert, that the House will be so oc- 
cupied most if not all the session. If I were the 
worst tiiainy which Fkanklin Pierok has on 
earth, (&nd f should Vie sorry to be regarded his 
esnomy at all,) I would do the very tlung which 
has been done b^ the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Territories, by introducing a pro- 
position here wholly uncalled for, and fi-aught 
Vrith nothing hut mischief 

It is w.Uh infinite concern that I witness 
the course Which my whig friends, honorable 
Senators from the South, deem it proper to 
pursue on this subject/. They seem, almost to a 
man, disposed to rush forward to the support of 
tho honorable Senator from Hlinois. Two of 
them, one the successor of Henrt Clay, (Mr. 
DiKON,) and the other, par excellance, his friend, 
(Mr. Jones,) have already given in their adhesion 
to this measure. Now, I say to those honorable 
Senators, in a spirit of kindness and respect, that 
I regard the proposed amendment of the Missouri 
roatriction aa a measure of radicalism — extreme 
radicalism. And do the honorable Senators 
auppooe that the Whig party, aa a great national 
party, can be kept on foot on any such basis? 



Sir, the very moment you pase this measure you by General Jackson, to what regiment he l>e- 



explode not only the Missouri Compromise, "but 
tlie ftdjustmant <»£ 1850, and the Baltimore Whig 
Platform of 1852. You blow the Whig party 
into ten thousand atoms. Another Whig Na- 
tional Convention will bo impossible. Nothing 
can induce me to become, on the contingency 
named, a party to such convention, it will 
be idle to attempt any understaading with 
Southern Whigs on the subject of slavery. — 
IHdwe not go at Baltimore the finality of the 
Compromise of I860? l)id we not agree to 
B>4ina by even the Fugitive Slave law, so dis- 
t&^tcful to many of our people? Did we not, on 
occasion of a projposition by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Massaciiusetis, (Mr. Sumnkk,^ to repeal 
tl. act, abide our promise and vote in tho neg- 
ati'. o? Do you not now tell ub in effect that all 
Buch covenants are binding on ua iu perpcttio, 
but not binding on you any longer than you 



longed, replied he was there fighting on his own 
hook, I intend to have a pl.titiorm of my own, 
and 1 am happy to inform the Senate that I have 
found one which suits me exactly, and I wish to 
prod\ice it here by way of notice to my constitu- 
ents and the country. 

On the lith day of June, 1846, h Democratic 
State Convention was held at Concord, N. H., 
whereat a Committee on Kesolutions was.ap- 
point€d, of which the eminent citizen, now F..'eai- 
dent of the United States, was chairman, who 
reported to the Con«^ention a series of resolu- 
tions, from which I tal >- the following: 

" RitolvfA, That we reaffirm tho teWiipeBts trd opiniotii 
of the Ueniocrilic party and .Democratic »talt'imen of the 
Norlli, entertained from 177(i to tlie [(resent day. in relation to 
ulavery— lhatice dephrt its ttifiente and rtgard it as ajrmat 
moral ana locial evil, but wiih this conviction vre ilt not 
I deem oartcIvM more wi»c than Waihingion, Franklin, and 
their usooiateg, Kcd that patriotism, coiiiinoa hoiiojty, aaCt 
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wlip'oni pripcsiih:; alitce bind Q> to R'«scir»d 'oWrvanca of th'a 
«»mpr.ct miule By ihdfo wise bien." ■ . ( ., 
'. *" R'Aolced, 'thii ifie iibiicy t* be p\{r?;C('ed iaitftmnce to 
sSjrrerr', iiest» ifrUh!the etatcj and TertifoHi* witMtt whidK It 
cricu— th»t whsiever.pi^rtict may jiTOfeM, jt.it oalyai ^:jtizeis* 
bfiacii dtalfri and Tflfrttprlet, that lliq tacraWr* of ihosa jiar- 
tkt <Atl' fcsVen'ifalty inhaenoo l[la^.i^)o1icV^ and itmt nib'jrjt ei 
t'rfBRi -afttJ^iitniv by. exciting Ills prejiadicAi th* t!avehcltlfng 
cjjmmopitiea,; w-frife l^ nv^y-eridniisei; thfe Union. tcndK rather 
to mten than to Ceitj^j the bond« of thij entlaved." 

1 agree, Mri,^rcsjdcnt;^ these 
resolutioris. ^ iti^ ticQO, 1 W£V3 very rauo;h pUazled 
in tlie first instance tp determrati how the origin 
of thd Democratic party of the North cpwld. be 
carried back to 6o reraot« a period aa IT'ZG, but 
when 1 camo to r;eadi out of , the Declaratioti of 
ladcpcndenco that," all men are endowed with 
* certaip inalienalilo r!giiW~-tbat among these 
<ftre lif^s, liberty, and. pursuit of happiness," it 
became very plain, t was eqtiaUy puzzled by the 
reference to Wasliingtop t^ad Frankl i n, pjsrticu- 
larty ^ to the latter, but on searching Qut the 
p'obhc docuoients 1 was .ena.bled to Bolv-e tho 
piyBtery. It ajDpcara thtit amemorial by Benjamin 
Franklin, aS president of the Pennsylvania 
society for promoting the abolition of slatery, 
•was presented in the Senflite at the' first Bcbfeion 
of the first Congress held uadei* the Coilstltu- 
tion, to wit: on the 12th iof.-,Frebnia!ry, 1790,' 
from which I make the following extract: "that 
mankind are all fontied by the erime Almighty 
being, alike objects of his care and equally de- 
uigned for tho eajoymoct of h&ppincss—thc 
christian religion teaches ua to believe and the 
poliacal creed of AmericanB, fully coincides with 
the position." " They," the raemovialists, " have 
observed, , v?ith particular satisfaction, that 
many important and saliitary powers are Vested 
in you," that is to nay in Congress, " for promot- 
ing the welfare ond securing the blessings of 
liberty to the people of the ITnitcd States, and 
ea they concievo that these bleisinga ought right* 
fully to be administered without distinction of 
color to all description of people, eo thcV" indul^^e 
themselves in the pleasing expectatioh that noth- 
ing which can be done for the relief . of the un- 
happy objects of their care will be cither omitted 
or delayed." I lidmit^ Mr. FresidcntT that, wfe are 
bound "to a eacred observance of the conipact 
which unites us cs a nt\t)on— we should not on 
the one hand seek to overthrow slavery by 
violating its proviEions, nor on the other pervert 
its true intent ond meaning by.mtikihg it an 
ioEtruineut for the yxteneion of this "|f<i-cat-, 
moral, and Eocial evil" all over this continent. 
Would "Washington, Franklin, 'and their gbso- 
ciatcB," including of course iKefTcreon, (who once 
excliiimedj. "I tremble for my country' when 



02i3t5"-7-trtie ! traoI^ It is inly the citiEfena 
inch States and Territories that can effectually 
iiifluence or Bcltlo the policy which BhduM h6 
pursued on this p^rjdexing subject— oxafetiy tiftte I 
"Angty c:iteTnal agitatitin by tSxcltiiig thb pr6^ 
^udices of the elaVe-holding comthuhitics, wliiW 
it rnay fetidapgor the Union, tends f Athcr to 
tain than de'stroy the binds of the cneiavtjd" — 
true ! every word tnifcS' 

Mr. President, I. hBvo aver been opposed to 
thii external jigitation, and dm so still. I 'Adinli 
we have nd constitutional or legal right tb in* 
torfere with slavery in the State*, and I think ii 
inexpedient to iatcrfcl-owith it in the Territories 
where it exists. And I admit, further, w<5 haVd 
no mortal right to harawj and >Vorry the pfeopirt 
of Euch States and Tcrritprics by fruitless exter^ 
nal agitation — 1 condemn it txtterly; but the4 
you must perrffiit me to Say, with the Chief Ma* 
gietrate of the cciuntrT, that wo regard it a* d 
great moral, Bocidl, anii political e'^il, hnd th<fi'is- 
foro it is not a proper Bubject of ettCHfeion. I 
do not like veiy much t6 flpeftk of slavery m s 
" moral evil," because it sCems to give dfTenco i6 
our friends, who suppose wo mean to set yp 
Pharisaical pretensions to superior morality ovet* 
the South. It is not so. I admits there &ltQ 
great moral evils at the North, feomo of Ivhich 
wc are trying to rofonn» such as drunkehfess^ 
and you may chastise us to your heart'e contenfe 
ori account of F«ch evils. I must at least b^ 
permitted to think of slAvery as a great social 
and political evil, 1 will never unite with ^ou 
in considering it the summwn bonum — as a thing 
fit to b? extended. And hbre I adopt the 
words of Henhy Cj.at, to bo found in hia epesell 
of the 5th of Febriiary. I make them my o^Vn : 
" I have said I iiever could vote for it mjfstilti 
and I repeat 1 never can and never will Vbt^^ 
and no earthly-povxr icillmake me Mote to tpre'ad 
davenj over terriiort/ iiihtrs it doc's tiol extJf." 
Surely th<5 Prciidcfit must take the isame viev/ 
of the subject. Surely he cannot bo willing lo 
extend oveir t^a<i land what he hsis prduoanced 
" a great moral and eocial evil"— a dcplorablo 
evil. Hence the rurnors which h&vc reached u,1 
that ho 13 pratonizing this measure*, hud iiiiii,'; 
his influence to, promote it, must be a foul 
der ! — his friends" oy ght to resent it 

Having thus erected my platform, And litiV' 
ing found it eoUnd, after an examination planfe 
by plftul:, I am prepared for rttireraeut, tUid I 
will Cell you what I shall do wlien I r.iii fsf 
Rway.Xrom those turbulent sccttet*. I intend XXi 
^^sUtne nn independent position, e.nd eup^wrt 
j the best man who is before the country^ irv ^ p'. r.j; 



I recolltct God is just") have gone for any such live of party names. . I will not be dfetetrcd 
■ ■ " from giving him my support becatsse bo iH elilltd 

tt Deinocrjit, fir even bccatiso hb is a elavel'oliei-j 
provid*^d 1 v,m well feattsfifcd hd vv'ill Imnt d6Vt'h' 
pgitat'^rs and demagogues both Koxlh sviUl SijutIL 
Here arc two Senators near me, my frietid fiGisi 
South Carcilicf?, (Mr. Butler,) Jay friend 
from Tcx8-9, .(Mr. Hocbton,) either- oi xnMsil 



extension! 

Having thus cleared the subject 'of all doubt, 
I am prepared to give in ray cdhttion to every 
word coutained in thcRe resolutions. They re- 
flect high honor on ou.r worthy ClnefJIaglstrate. 
I embrp.oc them with nil my heart. 1 am wil- 
ling to live and di« by them — in eiiort, to make 
Ibeul religiously my rula of conduct now and 
d I times. Let see what they are: •'Slaver^' 
rests. with the ^Jtatc3 iii -whith it exit's"— tiiiei 
"Ulavevy rcEls \rilh the TcrntoHcs in Inch it 



vfoiild do well for Iho country- — "vt-r. 
f'arthc-r nnd faro woifis." 

I liave no prejudices r.gftiast* taj 
brcthrtri ; rlnvtry I c-oRsider ralhtr tfi« 
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tune than the crime of the South, It is only 
■when vou become aggressive that I feci bound 
to Tcmt you. Why should I have any pre- 
judice? Sly honored father, whose remains I 
followed to the grave in the fall of 1839, was 
himself a slaveholder, and my earliest recollec- 
tions are associated with what you call an in- 
stitution. 

I have sometimes thought^ Mr. President, 
that the North is in danger of being sold out, 
and that we are to be reduced to servitude, I 
can haruiy believe we are in much danger. It 
is proper however for me to give full notice that 
if such an unhappy fate is before us I intend to 
reacrve to myself one liberty — that of chvosing 
my own, rnanter, and I say now he shall be some 
high-toned Southerh gentleman, and not a 
Northern dough face, who would sell his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. I have ever un- 
. derstood that Northern men who go South and 
turn slave owners, or slave drivers uniformerly 

grove the most, relentless and cruelof masters™ 
[eavea deliver me from such bondage 1 



And finally, Mr, President, I would inquire 
where is all this to end ? Are the vitala of tho 
Republic to be incessantly lapcci nted f Is there 
to be no moderation, no regard to plighted 
faith — no sence of juitice — who is hereafter to 
stay the raging elements of sectional 8trifc-~ 
Clay, Calhoun, Webster, Woodbury, all are gone, 
and few seem disposed to interpose and say to 
the surging elements, "peace, be etill." I have 
often wished during the progress of this dis- 
cuBsion that Henby Ciat were living and pret> 
ent to participate in it. He would have op- 
posed to this measure a stem and uncompro- 
mising resistance. I deeply deplore his absence. 
If he were here this day with his erect form, 
animated countenance, flashing eyes, and fervid 
accents — he would make these arches ring with 
his remonotranees against the folly, nay tho 
madness of your course. Sir! I have done, I 
wash my hands of all responsibilty for the con- 
sequences of this measure. 



